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Sport and the Richmond Lunatic Asylum

08 February 2023
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TU Dublin Conservatoire presents

The history of sport in the Richmond Lunatic Asylum. and its successor the Grangegorman Mental Hospital, in the north inner-city of Dublin
was multi-layered. In the decades immediately after the asylum opened in 1814 sport was not part of the treatment of patients, but, as the

nineteenth century progressed, this changed.[1] This essay will examine the nature and extent of that change. It will explore, also, how sport
v was used in an attempt to present a very particular image of the asylum to the wider world: the Richmond Lunafic Asylum as progressive and

compassionate, as an institution where patients were cared for and where they were rehabilitated, or at least treated with dignity.

The essay will also assess the manner in which the asylum developed sporting teams that competed in all manner of local and national
ROGMTRY Of FEMALE CONVIETS, DOWNLOADS

competitions. These teams were chosen from among the patients and from the growing numbers of people who worked in the institution
indeed—as was the case with such insfitutions across the United Kingdom—the sporting opportunities available were one of the atfractions of

M Download the article with citations
as that the grounds of the Richmond asylum became a place to play. This was something that

working there.[2] Another aspect of this
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Supported by Grangegor Histories.

'From vice to virtue, from idleness to industry,
Thursday 15 - Saturday 17 ‘ v i
Docomber 2022- 1930, from profaneness to practical religion’ -
Saturday 17 December Grangegorman penitentiary

Matinee performance - 14:00

eventbri

St Mary's Pl;

Image Titlo: The Bound Man; (Parsonal Effacts Frojact 2012-2095),. @Alan Couniban The Grangegorman neighbourhood has had a long and complex history as an institutional quarter, since the early nineteenth century. The
O e e A e e Tt Setos Clock Tower building was constructed as a penitentiary, and the history of the building as a place of incarceration can be traced across more ‘ )
than seventy years, from 1823 to 1897, through the annual reports of the inspectors general of prisons in Ireland. It was utilised first as a fever SC}1001 & E
hospital. however, then as a prison for male and female offenders. a female-only penitentiary, a female convict depot; as a cholera hospital; '_ iﬁ S —

and finally as an asylum.

‘ t’ Grangegorman
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£ Histories
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https://www.ria.ie/news/grangegorman-histories/sport-and-richmond-lunatic-asylum
https://www.ria.ie/news/grangegorman-histories/vice-virtue-idleness-industry-profaneness-practical-religion
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Public Art

@

Cliodhna Shaffrey
Chair of the Public Art Working Group (PAWG)

Public Art - New Chair at the helm

The Agency is delighted to announce Cliodhna Shaffrey as the new
Chair of the Public Art Working Group (PAWG). She takes the reins
from Ciaran Benson, who has stepped down after serving as Chair
since 2013.

Cliodhna is director of Temple Bar Gallery + Studios. Her work spans
a diverse range of policy, arts planning and curation, including
working as an arts officer with two local authorities in Ireland, and as
a visual arts advisor with the Arts Council Ireland. She has worked as
an independent curator on exhibitions, festivals, public art
commissions, collaborative research projects and writing.

Recently, she was part of the curatorial team (with Michael Hill) for
artist, Niamh O Malley’s Gather — representing Ireland at the 59th
Venice Biennale, 2022.
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New Staff

e

S
S ad
P st

s s st 8 s b s I ETEL

i

s

P b

prrrr?

prrrrrrrst

srrssdd

S T

vrrrrrrrrs?

g s

rr s ??”””

P

rrs?

Gosia Kudyba
Sustainability Coordinator

Peter McDonnell
Information Manager



Themes

Accessibility

Q&A with Architects/Engineers
Revealing Grangegorman Event

Sustainability

Histories
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Thank You

Connect with us @grangegormandev EJEi1fN©
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