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In the case of an adopted Planning Scheme, the 

Development Agency, in conjunction with the relevant 

planning authority shall, upon the coming into force of 

these guidelines, undertake a review of the Planning 

Scheme; utilising the relevant mechanisms as set out in 

the Planning & Development Act 2000 (amended) to 

ensure that the criteria (see below) are fully reflected in the 

Planning Scheme.

In particular, the Government policy is that building heights 

be generally increased in appropriate urban locations and 

that these shall be articulated in any amendment to the 

Planning Scheme.



Review: 

1. At the scale of the relevant city/ town;

2. At the scale of district/neighbourhood/ street;

3. At the scale of the site/ building; and

4. Specific assessments

Height Guidelines – Section 3.2 Criteria



Protects Planning Scheme by ensuring Amendments do not:

1. Constitute a change in the overall objectives of the Planning Scheme; 

2. Relate to already developed land in the Planning Scheme; 

3. Significantly inc./ dec. overall floor area/ density of Planning Scheme; and

4. Adversely affect/ diminish amenity of the area that is subject to Amendment.

Planning & Development Act – Section 170 A Criteria



Key Structuring Principles (Fixed)



Urban Form (Fixed)



Planning Zone (Use)



Heights Review - Process

GDA to procure a ‘Technical Team’ to carry out the independent review.

RPS Town Planners

DMOD Architect/ Urban Designer – Grangegorman Masterplan Team 2008

MRY/ James Mary O’Connor Master Planner – Grangegorman Masterplan Team 2008

Process:

1. Technical Team – Analyse context and establish basis for need; 

2. Technical Team – Initial proposals; 

3. GDA – Review and consult with Stakeholders (Incl. Community); 

4. GDA – Prepare draft Report; and

5. GDA and DCC (Planning Authority) agree Next Steps in line with Planning & Development Act



Development Height


