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Spring is upon on us here in Grangegorman. This can 
clearly be seen on campus as the new buds unfurl and the 
magnificent cherry blossom is once again in full flower. It’s 
been a busy time within the Agency as we look towards 
commencing the next stages of construction on site. With 
the High Court case having been dismissed in late 2016, the 
National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) is working on 
finishing out the procurement phase for the Central and East 
Quads on behalf of the GDA and DIT. We anticipate the start 
of construction on site in the latter half of this year. 

This spring has seen the completion of the HSE Primary Care 
Centre at Grangegorman which is an architectural mix of an 
old and new build. After the handover to the HSE for fit-out, 

it is expected that the new facility will open for use before 
the end of the year. Further development of HSE projects at 
Grangegorman is also expected this year as the GDA continues 
the procurement and commences the design of a Residential 
Care Centre on site.

So far this year we’ve had a number of events onsite including 
the official opening of the Greenway Hub by the Minister for 
Education & Skills Richard Bruton TD, as well as two diverse, 
but equally interesting public art events under ‘…the lives we 
live’ programme. More on these is outlined on the back of 
this newsletter. We look forward to a host of others as 2017 
progresses and to seeing construction ramp up on site once 
again. 

Old and new at the Grangegorman 
Primary Care Centre



infrastructure





Further information available on the website www.ggda.ie You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

WEAR A BONNET –  
LIVING ART INSTALLATION

GRANGEGORMAN ABC PROGRAMME 

Over 400 people and schoolchildren attend an event to 
commemorate the women and children who were transported 
from Grangegorman to Tasmania in the 1800s.

Each handmade bonnet is embroidered with the name and age of 
the woman. This one is modelled by local resident Ms. Monica Larkin.

Debbie Biglin and Rhonda Lynch are two Australian descendants 
who shared the very moving stories of their ancestors.  

A taste of the array of projects to 
come from Grangegorman Public 
Art thus far 

1. Extract from Dreams of a summer Night - Derek McMahon’s “New Collected Poems”, Gallery Books, 2011, P. 377.

Judith Mok & Dominica Williams take 
centre stage in a wonderful cabaret 
evening in Grangegorman

Minister for Education & Skills Richard Bruton TD officially opens the first new DIT 
building at Grangegorman the Greenway Hub on 1st March.

On a cold wet morning on 3rd March 2017, members of 
the community, local schools and bus loads from across 
the country travelled to Grangegorman for a very special 
commemorative art installation organised by Tasmanian artist 
Dr Christina Henri. Participants were asked to don a handmade 
bonnet to symbolise the 3,216 women and 506 children 
who were transported from the Richmond Penitentiary in 
Grangegorman (now the Clock Tower building) to Tasmania in 
the mid-1800s. Two descendants of these women travelled 
from Australia to tell their stories at the event. The Lord Mayor 
of Dublin Brendan Carr and the Australian Ambassador to 
Ireland Mr. Richard Andrews were also in attendance. For more 
information on this event and Dr Henri’s Bonnet Project see 
her website http://rosesfromtheheart.tumblr.com/.

The Grangegorman Area-Based Childhood (ABC) programme aims to 
improve outcomes for children age 0-6  and their families by reducing child 
poverty and ensuring that children get the best start in life.  Grangegorman 
ABC is made up of 29 organisations and agencies working in the area.  
Their work is carried out through programmes and initiatives proven to 
provide positive results for parents and children.  Since it began in 2015, 
608 children and 181 parents have benefited from initiatives and supports 
provided through ABC.  Current initiatives include:

•	 Classroom	Dina,	a	behaviour	programme	for	children	which	is	running	in	
schools and early years’ services.

•	 Formal	and	non-formal	upskilling	opportunities	for	staff	in	early	years’	
services.

•	 Parenting	programmes.

•	 A	‘Stepping	Up’	transition	support	programme	for	children	moving	from	
early years’ services to primary school this year and their parents.

For further information on Grangegorman ABC, contact Mick Cowman (ABC 
Programme Coordinator) on (01) 402 7626 or email mick.cowman@dit.ie 

‘…the lives we live’1  
Grangegorman Public Art 
Since the launch of the programme in 2015, the variety of projects and 
artists involved has steadily evolved and expanded. Pathway 2: Community 
Based Projects alone now has 12 projects, each working with different 
artforms,	practices	and	groups.	Under	Pathway	3:	Cultural	Mapping,	the	
1916: A Revolutionary Cabaret event was held in St Laurence’s on 10th 
April, which explored the musical and poetic happenings in Europe at the 
same time as Ireland’s 1916 Rising. Top performers Judith Mok, Dermot 
Dunne, Dominica Williams, Nick Roth, Kate Ellis, Elaine Clarke and Maire 
Saaritsa wowed a packed venue with this cabaret experience.  

GREENWAY HUB OFFICIALLY OPENED


