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The Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Mr. Brendan 
Howlin T.D. visited Grangegorman on Monday 3rd March to see 
at first hand the huge transformation taking place through the 
re-development of the site and to attend the launch of two new 
reports on Employment and Training arising from the project.

Four main contractors are currently onsite putting in place the 
site services and refurbishing 7 protected structures which will 
accommodate 1,000 DIT students in September of this year. 

A significant number of construction jobs will be created over the 
next 3 years and many of these will come about as part of the 
Public Private Partnership which will deliver the Central and East 
quads. This work is scheduled to begin in 2015. 

Speaking at the launch, Minister Howlin emphasised that although 
the Grangegorman project is local, it is a flagship stimulus project 
and so its reach can be felt far beyond the Dublin 7 area.

He said “To supplement that Stimulus Programme I looked once 
again at alternative ways to fund development that would both 
create jobs and meet additional infrastructural requirements.

In 2012 I was able to announce the recommencement of our PPP 
programme with a package of €1.5bn of measures announced.

In advance I took the opportunity to visit the Grangegorman site to 
see at first hand the potential of this project not just for the local 
area but for the city and country as a whole.

As you will be aware, some €180 million of this is going towards 
the Grangegorman Project with €300 million to be invested in it 
overall by the Government up to September 2017.”

The first Joining up the Dots Report was completed in 2009 and 
made several key recommendations to maximise local gain from 
the Grangegorman Project. Many of these recommendations have 
already been implemented such as;

•	 The	Grangegorman	Labour	and	Learning	Forum	is	established	
and a co-ordinator is employed

•	 The	Grangegorman	Employment	Charter	is	developed	and	
adopted

•	 New	education,	training	and	employment	opportunities	have	
been opened up to people from the local area.
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Minister Brendan Howlin, MEP Emer Costello and 
Minister of State Paschal Donohue join local school 
children, construction workers and the Chair and staff 
of the GDA at the launch

Joining up the Dots II Launch



Joining up the Dots II gives an updated profile of the local area 
and therefore is vital in ensuring the appropriate action is taken 
by	the	Labour	and	Learning	Forum	to	maximise	opportunities.	
The Grangegorman Framework Document underpins how the 
Grangegorman Project ties in to city, national, European and 
International policy. 

Chair	of	the	Grangegorman	Labour	and	Learning	Forum	Ms.	Brigid	
McManus emphasised the importance of the framework which 
underpins the work of the forum. She said “Being a small country with 
an open economy means it is crucial that we work at all levels to align 
international, national and local policies so we can get the best for our 
citizens.”

The Grangegorman site is rapidly changing. There are currently around 
200 construction workers onsite undertaking a variety of contracts. 

Site Infrastructure and Public Realm contract is the largest project 
currently onsite and is both re-shaping Grangegorman and laying 
all of the services required for the new campus. This contract will 
also deliver some of the public realm along with the new playing 
fields.	Currently	the	contractor,	Roadbridge	Ltd.,	is	laying	the	main	
services along St. Brendan’s Way, the main thoroughfare through 
Grangegorman.

Shortly work will begin on the laying of a new surface water pipe from 
Grangegorman to Smithfield. This work will involve excavations along 
much	of	Grangegorman	Lower	and	will	cause	some	disruption.	See	
more on this overleaf.

There are two contractors onsite preparing 6 protected structures for 
the arrival of the first 1,000 DIT students in September 2014. The 
contractors	,	JJ	Rhattigans	&	Co.	and	Purcell	Construction	Ltd.,	are	
refurbishing and adapting the 6 buildings for students of Art, Design, 
Photography and Social Sciences. 

The shortlisting process is now complete for the Public Private 
Partnership	to	deliver	the	Central	and	East	quads.	Now	the	three	
shortlisted groups will work to draw up their proposals and a 
successful group will be chosen by the end of 2014. Construction on 
the quads is expected to begin in Spring 2015 and the new buildings 
are scheduled to be complete in September 2017 for the arrival of 
10,000 DIT students. 

Being a small country with an 
open economy means it is 
crucial that we work at all levels 
to align international, national 
and local policies so we can 
get the best for our citizens.

Chair of the Grangegorman Labour and 
Learning Forum Ms. Brigid McManus

Project Update

Minister Howlin, MEP Emer Costello and Minister 
of State Paschal Donohue are shown around the 
new studio space in the North House.

Aerial view of the Grangegorman site in February 2014

St Brendan’s Way begins to take shape. Looking East towards the 
Student Hub and the Clocktower

The first new DIT building to be constructed in 
Grangegorman is the Greenway Hub. This building will be 
home to the Environmental Health Sciences Institute and to 
business incubation space. Construction is due to begin on 
this building in June and will take 15 months to complete. 

Ms. McManus said  research such as Joining Up the Dots II “is a 
tremendous resource not just for the Forum’s work but for all public 
and community groups active in the area. I know that already 
groups have been using the material and have found it of benefit.”



As part of the Site Infrastructure and Public Realm contract, the 
GDA is required to make a new surface water pipe connection 
between	Grangegorman	Lower	and	Smithfield.	This	is	going	to	
require major roadworks to take place on the road leading from 
Grangegorman	Lower	to	Smithfield.	

The overall project works will last around 22 weeks but the 
contractor will be working in 100 metre sections at a time. The 
work	will	begin	on	North	King	Street	and	move	from	there	onto	
George’s	Lane,	to	Brunswick	Street	and	finally	onto	Grangegorman	
Lower.		There	are	several	phases	involved,	first	investigations,	then	
service diversions and finally the laying of the pipe itself.

It	is	the	aim	of	the	GDA,	Dublin	City	Council	and	Roadbridge	Ltd.	
to keep the roads in the area open as much as possible, however, 
it is inevitable that at some points total road closure will be 
unavoidable. The GDA and the contractor will be liaising with local 
residents and other stakeholders throughout the project to ensure 
everyone has up to date information. 

HSE Primary Care Centre

Major Roadworks to take place in the area

CGI of the reception area in the new Primary Care Centre

Route of the new 
surface water pipe

The planning application for the new Primary Care Centre is currently 
with Dublin City Council and a decision is expected on it soon. 
Construction is due to begin on this new facility around September and 
will take around 1 year to complete.

The listed building which will form part of the new centre is currently 
undergoing some necessary works to stop the deterioration which 
has taken place on in over the years. This work is being carried out by 
Bourke Builders and is due to finish shortly.

The interior of the former laundry building which will form part of 
the new Primary Care Centre
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The ‘Personal Effects’ Project
‘Personal Effects’ is an art project which has come about from the 
retrieval of old possessions of past patients in Grangegorman. They 
were found during the cataloguing of archives from the hospital in a 
disused building on the Grangegorman site. 

The art project is being developed by visual artist and writer Alan 
Counihan, who volunteered during the sorting process for the 
recovered material over a period of 18 months with members of the 
Grangegorman Community Museum and under the guidance of the 
National	Archives.

The exhibition of a selection of these everyday yet emotive objects will 
take place in Grangegorman as part of Phizzfest 2014, which runs from 
Thursday 1st until Monday 5th May. For further details go to  
www.phizzfest.ie. 

Grangegorman Goes Green for  
St. Patricks Day
Grangegorman got into the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day by greening 
one of the most iconic buildings on the site, The Clocktower 
building. This was one of many public buildings that were 
illuminated in green for the weekend of the national holiday 
throughout the city. The GDA would like to thank Roadbridge 
and Phelan Electrical who made this happen.

The Clocktower building on Grangegorman Lower is bathed in green as part of the St.Patrick’s Day celebrations.

Senior planner with the GDA, Ms. Terry Prendergast, was presented with 
the Irish Planning Institute (IPI) President’s Choice award at their recent 
awards ceremony in Dublin Castle. 

The award is in recognition of the huge contribution of Ms. Prendergast 
to the Grangegorman Project, and in particular to the development of the 
Grangegorman Planning Scheme. In its citation the IPI  stated that Ms. 
Prendergast played a non-traditional role of planner “who has been key 
to the development of a planning strategy for this SDZ, the delivery of the 
project to date and the safeguarding of the future success of the project”.

Ms. Prendergast, who is also a lecturer in DIT, has been working on the 
Grangegorman Project since it began and has been an invaluable source 
of information and advice to all involved in the project. Everyone at the 
GDA would like to extend their congratulations to her on this well-
deserved accolade.

Ms. Terry Prendergast, GDA Senior Planner

GDA Planner 
Recognised for Work on 
Grangegorman Project

On Saturday 22nd February 2014 Mr. Michael Hand, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Grangegorman was conferred with a 
Doctorate of Philosophy honoris causa by Dublin Institute of 
Technology.

Other News

Professor Brian Norton, President of DIT and Mr. Michael Hand,  
at Mr. Hands Honorary Doctorate conferring ceremony.

GDA Chief Executive Awarded 
Honorary Doctorate by DIT


