
Construction to Begin Again in Grangegorman
The arrival of Autumn sees a fourth year of DIT 
students in Grangegorman and should also see 
an end to the construction lull on the site.

The construction of two major new buildings on the 
Grangegorman site will hopefully begin in November. The 
Central Quad and East Quad together will bring over 10,000 
students and staff to Grangegorman once complete. 

As with all Grangegorman projects, the GDA, in association 
with the National Development Finance Agency (NDFA) 
will hold a “Meet the Contractor” event for the community 
prior to construction commencing. The GDA will advertise 

when this event will take place once the commencement 
date is finalised. 

In the run up to the start of construction there will be testing 
on the two sites along with the placement of a range of 
environmental monitoring devices around the area. 

The Central Quad will be home to ten schools from the 
College of Sciences & Health, College of Engineering & 
Built Environment and the College of Arts & Tourism. 

The East Quad will be home to four schools from the 
College of Arts & Tourism.
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The Central Quad



An Bord Pleanála has approved the proposed 
amendment to the Grangegorman Planning 
Scheme to allow for a 24 classroom primary 
school on the site. 

The Board concluded that the amendment would not 
represent a material change to the Scheme. Therefore, as 
per the Planning Act, the Planning Authority (Dublin City 
Council) is not required to go to public consultation. 

The GDA is now proceeding with the design of a 24 
classroom school with lead designers Grafton Architects, an 
internationally renowned and award winning architectural 

practice. The GDA hope to lodge a planning application 
before the end of the year.

The Department of Education and Skills initially requested 
that the school be increased in size from 16 to 24 
classrooms following research into future pupil numbers 
in the area by their forward planning unit two years ago. 
Following some discussion in the area and with local 
elected officials, the GDA confirmed these figures with our 
own planning consultants RPS. From there the proposed 
amendment was submitted to An Bord Pleanála by Dublin 
City Council.

An Bord Pleanála Approves SDZ Amendment For D7 Educate Together

The OPW have loaned The Green Centaur sculpture by DIT 
graduate George Warren to DIT. At the agreement signing 

were left to right; Ms. Nora Rahill (GDA), Ms. Jacquie Moore 
(OPW), George Warren (Artist) and Prof. Brian Norton (DIT). 

The piece can be seen in the Greenway Hub foyer.
The East Quad

The Green Centaur

The GDA took to the streets on Friday 15th September with a pop up park for PARK(ing) Day. Passers by got to see the 
masterplan, do some art, play jenga and leave with an orange.



As part of ‘… the lives we live’1 public art programme an 
Art Evening is being held in Grangegorman, which aims to 
showcase some of the exciting art projects underway at 
present. The projects being showcased on the evening have 
all been funded under Pathway 2 of … the lives we live’1 
Community Projects and therefore all are a collaboration 
between artists and community groups.  

The evening will be held on Wednesday 18th October from 
7.00pm to 9.00pm and will take place in St. Laurence’s 

Church on the campus. This will be a free event but spaces 
are limited so it will be necessary to book a place by calling 
us on 01 4024140 or e-mailing communications@ggda.ie

Below are a selection of images from some of the fantastic 
public art projects which have already taken place as part of 
‘… the lives we live’1. 

For more information on these and all the projects go to 
www.ggda.ie/public_art

1 Extract from ‘Dreams of a Summer Night’, New Collected Poems (2011), by kind permission of the author, Derek Mahon, and The Gallery Press.

Exhibition of children’s photography which took place as 
part of The Glass Garden

Resident of the old Grangegorman 
Squat with his dog, interviewed as part 

of Home on the Grange project

The Winter Solstice Festival Parade about to leave 
Grangegorman for Smithfield

Children from D7 Educate Together pose for a photo in 
their own energetic way as part of The Masterplan project

Public Art Evening - Come along!



Further information available on the website www.ggda.ie You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

The Passing of Fr. Piaras Ó Dúill.
The Grangegorman Development Agency would like to acknowledge the passing of Fr. 
Piaras Ó’ Dúill OFM Cap. on Tuesday 5th September 2017 and to extend our deepest 
sympathies to his family, friends and former colleagues in St. Brendan’s Hospital (now the 
Phoenix Care Centre).

Fr. Piaras was chaplain of St. Brendan’s Hospital for over 40 years and, along with former 
staff members Dick Bennett, Ray Keane and others was responsible for the salvaging of 
many of the old hospital files and artefacts in the Grangegorman Hospital museum. The 
records, which stretch back to the opening of the hospital in 1814, are now in the care of 
the National Archives and the other historic artefacts are in storage in Grangegorman.  They 
will eventually be displayed in a new museum space onsite as per Fr. Piaras’ wishes.

Fr. Piaras was born in Kilmainham in 1931 and trained with the Capuchin Order in Ards 
Friary in north Donegal. He began working in St. Brendan’s in the 1960’s. He was an avid 
Irish speaker and was a teacher of the language for a time.

Fr. Piaras was actively involved in the Grangegorman project from the very beginning, taking 
part in all aspects of the initial consultation meetings. He was a regular visitor to the GDA 
offices where he would look for updates on the project and remind the team about the 
museum and the importance of it in the long term plans for the site.

As the chaplain for the hospital, Fr. Piaras looked after St. Laurence’s church. He was always 
keen to see new activities taking place on the site and happily facilitated a production of The 
Crucible for the DIT graduate show in 2010.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal.

The late Fr. Piaras Ó Dúill with  
Dr. Ivor Browne at the opening of 
the Phoenix Care Centre in 2013.

Other Projects
Academic Hub - Planning 
application due mid-October

Energy Centre - Planning application 
just lodged

Residential Care Neighbourhood - 
Design team to be appointed shortly

Dublin Bikes Grangegorman - Due 
to begin installation before the end 
of the year. 

Primary Care - Opening soon Luas testing at Broadstone


