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Step-by-step
The careful repair of the protected North House progresses while new build elements begin to take shape on either side of 
TU Dublin’s Academic Hub & Library as students, staff and local community pass by. 
Image: Agency
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Tours describe current and future site development. 
Image: Conor Mulhern

GDA guides bring tours along Grangegorman’s 
transformation journey during Open House Dublin weekend.
Image: Conor Mulhern

The GDA is delighted to be a partner in the 
community-led Spark Project, which aims 
to inspire and empower communities to 
drive climate action.

The Spark is one of 18 initiatives 
recently awarded Pobal funding by the 
Minister for the Environment, Climate 
and Communications, Eamon Ryan under 
Strand 2 of the Community Climate Action 
Programme (CCAP). CCAP supports 
projects and initiatives that facilitate 
community climate action through 
education, capacity building and learning 
by doing.

The Bohemian Football Club Climate 
Cooperative is the project lead for the Spark 
Project with community partners including 
TU Dublin, The Bohemian Foundation, 
the Neighbourhood Network, Rothar, Irish 
Prison Service, the Football Association of 

Ireland (FAI), Stoneybatter Pride of Place 
and the three local Sustainable Energy 
Communities — Connecting Cabra, 
Cosybatter and Phibsboro Village Climate 
Club — as well as the GDA.

The Spark Project is looking to develop 
a number of strands focused on community 
activation, research, and social inclusion. 
Planned projects include a Green Skills 
Training Programme, Bicycle Library, a 
Library of Things and a Climate Action 
After Schools Programme.

One of the central aims of the project 
is to collaboratively develop initiatives 
to ensure they meet the needs of the 
community and are accessible to all and also 
to share learnings throughout the project 
with the intention to potentially replicate 
the project in other communities. 

The Spark Project
GDA partners with community climate cooperative

Open House Dublin 
Thirteen Grangegorman Events Booked Out in Biggest Participation To Date

In April this year Workday announced their 
intention to develop their new European 
Headquarters in Grangegorman, adding a 
new major stakeholder to the site.

Workday are a leading provider of 
enterprise cloud applications for finance, 
HR and planning, with over 1,700 people 
employed in the company’s Dublin office 
currently based in nearby Smithfield. 

The planned HQ will comprise c. 
55,000 sqm located in two buildings over 
4 acres on the eastern boundary of the 
Grangegorman site, between the East 
Quad and Broadstone. This is an area 
designated for mixed-use development in 
the Grangegorman Planning Scheme. 

The initial design of the two buildings 
by Workday’s team has commenced — 
this will be developed further throughout 
2023.

A key date in the GDA calendar, this 
year marked our biggest involvement 
with the Irish Architecture Foundation’s 
Open House Dublin, Ireland’s largest 
architecture festival. Grangegorman events 
centred on both internal and external tours 
— including a one-off construction site 
tour — with a total of 13 booked out tours 
taking place over 15 and 16 October.

The GDA led a series of walking tours 
focused on the development of the site 

Workday HQ
New Stakeholder

Grafton Architects lead an Open House Dublin tour for the new D7 Educate Together National School.
Image: Conor Mulhern

Masterplan and future projects on site 
while TU Dublin Campus Planning led 
separate building tours of the Central and 
East Quads — the most recently completed 
buildings for the university. 

Ganson Building and Civil Engineering 
facilitated special public access to the 
new national school currently under 
construction where Grafton Architects led 
a group – in full construction safety gear – 
through their vision for the school.
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It has been another eventful year for the 
Agency and the Grangegorman Project 
with significant progress made in advancing 
the next phases of  development. We are 
delighted to close out 2022 with eight new 
people having joined the team across a 
variety of roles to help us in achieving the 
Masterplan vision for the site. 

The year has seen a number of key 
advancements, starting with construction 
commencement of the TU Dublin 
Academic Hub & Library, a building that 
will become a core focal point for the site 
and city on completion. We head into 
2023 with the protected North House 
undergoing repair and the new build 
elements now rising from the ground.

The new school for the Dublin 7 
Educate Together continues to move 
at pace finishing out works to open on 
programme in spring 2023. Additional 
works around adjacent areas, including 
the junction of Rathdown Road and 
Grangegorman Upper, will be completed 
following building handover.

Conservation also continues to be 
an important part of our work. Essential 
stabilisation works were carried out earlier 
this year on the protected Clock Tower 
building to protect the building from 
further deterioration until full building 
redevelopment can take place.  

Moving away from projects on 
the ground, we were delighted to 

welcome a major new stakeholder to 
the Grangegorman Project in April, as 
Workday announced their plans to build 
their European HQ on site. This exciting 
plan offers many potential opportunities 
for ongoing collaboration and engagement, 
and we look forward to working closely 
with Workday to develop their plans for 
the site over the next few years.

On the healthcare side, it is now five 
years since the Primary Care Centre began 
operating on site delivering high quality 
and much needed healthcare services to 
the Grangegorman area and beyond. We 
continue to work with the HSE and our 
Design Team to bring the next healthcare 
project to planning and construction stage. 
The Residential Care Neighbourhood 
(RCN) will be the first housing project 
on site and we will see this progress in 
2023. 

Behind the scenes, work is ongoing to 
advance a number of other major projects, 
including the 24,000 sqm West Quad, the 
FOCAS Research Institute and Phase 1 of 
Indoor Sports for TU Dublin. 

Sustainability remains a central part 
of all we do and an area we continue 
to develop. We were delighted with the 
response to our Climate Action Day in 
June as part of the Stoneybatter Festival - 
an event we would like to carry forward 
for 2023.  Additionally, we are pleased to 
close out the year having committed to the 

Grangegorman Site from Above - October 2022
Image: Barrow Coakley Photography

Making Progress — Grangegorman Project Moves Forward
Agency CEO Ger Casey reflects on 2022

Irish Green Building Council’s EU Level(s)
Procurement pledge. This will be a key step 
in establishing a vital toolkit to help us 
deliver on our sustainability objectives for 
Grangegorman.

Local employment has remained 
a consistent 12% over the year and we 
are pleased to continue the insightful 
Grangegorman Histories programme for a 
further 3 years. Highlights from this year’s 
programme has included ‘The Asylum 
Workshop’, a documentary play from Colin 
Murphy with TU Dublin Conservatoire, 
and the ‘Instituting Grangegorman’ 
podcast. We are also delighted to announce 
Cliodhna Shaffrey as the new Chair of the 
Public Art Working Group.

Much has been achieved in 2022 and 
despite ongoing major challenges  - the war 
in Ukraine, the energy crisis, construction 
inflation and others - the Grangegorman 
Project continues to move forward. We 
have a lot to look forward to in 2023 
including the handover of the school,  
the RCN going to planning, Workday 
advancing designs for their HQ, and next 
steps for the aforementioned TU Dublin 
projects. We also look forward to continued 
activities from the GLLF, Grangegorman 
Histories, Grangegorman Public Art and 
other community events.

We wish all our project partners and 
communities a happy and healthy New 
Year.
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This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch.The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) is a statutory agency. 

The GDA was established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
site in Dublin’s north inner city. We aim to create a vibrant and inclusive 
new piece of city that is sensitive to its context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its many communities. 

ggda.ie
communications@ggda.ie
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev

Park House, Floor 4
191 North Circular Rd
Dublin 7
D07 EWV4
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Community Networking 
Meet the neighbours

The Local Employment Charter sets out to 
ensure that new jobs on site are first offered 
to the Dublin 1 and Dublin 7 areas. It  has 
been in place in Grangegorman since 
2011.

There were three contractors on site 
over the course of 2022 - Ganson Building 
& Civil Engineering Ltd., OHLA Townlink 
JV and Tolmac Construction. At the end of 
2022, local employment on site stands at 
approximately 12%.

Local community representatives were invited to a coffee morning with GDA, TU Dublin and HSE based in Grangegorman 
who engage and work with communities. 
Image: Agency

Local Employment
2022 holds steady at 12%

On 16 November, the GDA hosted a 
networking event with Grangegorman’s 
stakeholders aimed at building connections 
with local community. 

The HSE and TU Dublin have strong 
community links through a huge array of 
services, facilities and programmes, many 
of which are now based on site. The event 
was an opportunity to meet and speak with 
representatives involved in some of these 
amenities and explore potential for future 
collaborations. 

Public Art
New Chair at the helm 

The Agency is delighted to announce 
Cliodhna Shaffrey as the new Chair of the 
Public Art Working Group (PAWG). She 
takes the reins from Ciarán Benson, who 
has stepped down after serving as Chair 
since 2013. 

Cliodhna is director of Temple Bar 
Gallery + Studios. Her work spans a diverse 
range of policy, arts planning and curation, 
including working as an arts officer with 
two local authorities in Ireland, and as a 
visual arts advisor with the Arts Council 
Ireland. She has worked as an independent 
curator on exhibitions, festivals, public 
art commissions, collaborative research 
projects and writing. 

Recently, she was part of the curatorial 
team (with Michael Hill) for artist, Niamh 
O Malley’s Gather – representing Ireland at 
the 59th Venice Biennale, 2022. 

The GDA welcomes Cliodhna Shaffrey to the 
Grangegorman PAWG.
Image: Agency

Over 30 representatives in the areas 
of Sport, the National Optometry Centre, 
Grangegorman Area Based Childhood, 
Innovation, student research, Sustainability 
Events, Grangegorman Histories, Primary 
Care Centre, Conservatoire, Early Music 
Learning, and Environmental Sciences 
attended the event. It is intended to make 
this an annual event. 

For further information contact 
communications@ggda.ie.

Grangegorman Histories ran a series of popular walking tours with historian Ciarán Wallace for Culture Night.  
Image: Conor Mulhern


