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Brick-by-Brick
Ganson’s craftspeople labouring over the finer details of  Grafton Architect’s brick-work drawings at the new Dublin 7 
Educate Together National School. The main block is now revealing its considered collage of plasters and brick patterns. 
Image: Conor Mulhern
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Symbols including keys and the Greek Psi reflect the complex history of the Grangegorman site. Handpainted by Mack Signs.
Design: Fidelma Slattery 

Public Realm Improvement Works 
Grangegorman Upper and Rathdown Road

Construction of the new national school 
for the Dublin 7 Educate Together is now 
well progressed, with Ganson Building & 
Civil Engineering Ltd nearing the end of 
the building programme. The school is on 
track for completion in spring 2023. 

A new public space — bounded by 
Grangegorman Upper and Rathdown 
Road — will form a threshold between 
Grangegorman and the city. To create 
this space, and facilitate a safe new school 
entrance, it is necessary to make some 
alterations to the junction of Rathdown 
Road and Grangegorman Upper.  

Following a public consultation 
process and presentation to the Central 
Area Committee in 2018, the plans for the 
junction received planning permission 
from Dublin City Council. An Bord 
Pleanála subsequently upheld this decision 
in 2019. 

The alterations to the junction will  
consist of the removal of the slip road 

north onto Grangegorman Upper and 
the creation of high-quality, paved 
public realm. A number of new trees and 
pollinator-friendly planting will improve 
surface water drainage of the area through 
a Sustainable Drainage System, and further 
enhance the biodiversity of the area. Ample 
bike parking will also be included. The 
existing two-way T-junction will remain 
unchanged. 

The junction is outside the 
Grangegorman SDZ however the GDA 
will progress and carry out the scheme on 
behalf of Dublin City Council, and in close 
collaboration with them. 

Works are expected to commence 
in the coming months ahead of the 
completion of the new school.  The GDA 
will issue an information pack to residents 
of Rathdown Road and Grangegorman 
Upper in advance of the works. 

Contact communications@ggda.ie for  
any queries.

Revealing Grangegorman
Grangegorman Histories unveil new 70m artwork 

GDA Team
New Appointments

The GDA is delighted to announce a 
number of new appointments to our 
team.  
In the past month, Jenny Donohoe has 
joined as the Communications Assistant, 
Adam O’Halloran as the new Clerical 
Officer and Roisin O’Dwyer as Project 
Assistant.  
 Two new Directors have also been 
appointed, Catherine Opdebeeck as  
Director of Programme and Procurement, 
and Cathal Rigney as the new Director of 
Construction and Infrastructure.

Catherine has spent over 10 years  as a 
practicing Architect and has been involved 
in a wide range of high profile projects 
including the National Gallery of Ireland,  
The Palestinian Museum, Ramallah and 
the Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre, Co. 
Antrim. She has also worked on the client-
side on large commercial projects across 
Europe. 

Catherine joined the Agency as Project 
Coordinator in 2020 when she led the 
procurement of the TU Dublin FOCAS 
Research Design Institute and contributed 
to implementing sustainability objectives 
across projects, procurements and internal 
processes. She is a graduate of UCD and 
Delft University of Technology.   

Cathal is a Chartered Engineer with 
over 15 years experience. He has managed 
a large portfolio of public and private sector 
projects including Mercer’s Institute for 
Successful Ageing at St. James’s Hospital, 
Alat Free Economic Zone, Azerbaijan, and 
PayPal, Dundalk.

He has previously been awarded 
the Emerging Professional Consulting 
Engineer of the Year award in recognition 
of his hard work and dedication to the 
discipline. 

 A graduate of Queen’s University, 
Belfast, Cathal also holds a Diploma in 
Construction Law from the Law Society 
of Ireland, and a Post-Graduate Diploma 
in Highway & Geotechnical Engineering 
from Trinity College, Dublin.

A new 70m artwork has recently been 
completed along the Academic Hub 
hoarding as part of Grangegorman’s 
Hoarding Strategy. 

Commissioned by Grangegorman 
Histories, the illustration represents 
symbolic details from the lives of patients 
and staff throughout the site’s 200 years of 
institutional history. 

The illustration was designed by 
Fidelma Slattery and handpainted by Mack 
Signs over a week in early September. 
The installation will remain in place for 
the while the Academic Hub is under 
construction.

Be sure to stop and take a look if visiting 
Grangegorman. 

Catherine Opdebeeck and Cathal Rigney
Images: Agency
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Foothills of Change
The first phase of TU Dublin’s Academic Hub and Library progresses well on-site

‘We are in the foothills of a period of 
significant change in academic libraries 
, and wider society’, concludes Allison 
Kavanagh, TU Dublin Head of Library 
Services, Grangegorman. 

Allison has charted the pandemic’s 
impact on research libraries in an article 
published on the University’s digital 
repository, ‘Arrow’. Downloads from 
Arrow have now topped 10 million —
evidence of TU Dublin’s leadership in 
Ireland’s transition to an open-research 
ecosystem. But despite the reach of digital 
publications, and the now normal breadth 
of on-line learning and working supports, 
Kavanagh’s report also cites research which 
indicates better learning outcomes from 
reading physical books. 

Construction of TU Dublin’s Academic 
Hub and Library by joint-venture builders 
OHLA-Townlink is now in full-swing at 
Grangegorman since their start on site in 
February. To celebrate this milestone we 
chat with Allison and Catherine Cooke — 
TU Dublin Library Services lead for the 
project — to reflect on the journey to this 
point, and to imagine what lies ahead.

We meet in the commons learning space 
of the Park House interim library. Opened 
in 2021, it temporarily consolidates five 
of TU Dublin’s previous seven city-centre 
library units in a holding pattern until 
the Academic Hub is complete. Once the 
library unit from Aungier Street’s College 
of Business migrates to the Academic Hub, 
only the Bolton Street Library will remain 
in waiting for Phase II of the Academic 
Hub. As often the case, the longest way 
round can be the shortest way home. 
Kavanagh and Cooke come to university 
life from previous careers. Cooke pivoted 
from second-level teaching followed 
with a stint in visitor experience at Trinity 
College Dublin. Kavanagh arrived by way 
of corporate America — as a tax consultant 
— before transitioning to academia via 
a masters at Stanford University. They 
both arrived to TU Dublin about the 
millennium, when talk of Grangegorman 
was simmering. 

The term ‘Hub’ has become ubiquitous 
in the higher-education in recent years — 
meaning a centre of activity, or a dynamic 
space for many purposes — but library 
services have arguably always been a hub; 
quietly extrovert in nature. Cooke describes 
the library as a hybrid service, and enjoys 
supporting groups and individuals from 
across the entire University landscape. 

This includes undergraduate students, 
postgraduate researchers, staff and visitors 
from other institutions. In many ways 
this collaborative background is very 
similar to her role as the TU Dublin lead 
on the Academic Hub Project Team. The 
GDA -led Project Team is responsible for 
delivering the new building. Both librarians 
feel lucky to have the opportunity to work 
on the design and planning of a purpose-
built building; a rare opportunity. The new 
building  has been designed by a large 
team of professionals  led by O’Donnell 
+ Tuomey architects. It is conceived as 
a ‘cluster of parts’ respectfully arranged 
about the historic North House. 

The Academic Hub & Library day-lit reading rooms  
Image: O’Donnell + Tuomey

Jennifer Boyer (VP Sustainability — TU Dublin), Denis Murphy (COO — TU Dublin), Ger Casey (CEO — GDA), Paschal 
Donohoe TD — Minister of Finance and Simon Harris TD, Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research, Innovation 
and Science on site to celebrate the start of construction of the Academic Hub and Library 
Image: Conor Mulhern

Entered from the south through a 
sheltered doorway, the ground floor — 
or ‘Marketplace’ — will have airy, civic 
character. A patterned terrazzo floor 
will weave together an exhibition space, 
café, and main reception. From the 
Marketplace cranked views run deep into 
the building. 

The Marketplace will be a lively place 
for Grangegorman communities to mix. 
This bustling ground floor will give way 
to the more intimate character of the 
North House — which runs through the 
centre of the project — and to the upper 
floors for reading, group work and study. 
Salvaged stone from the initial demolition 
phases will be used to repair and repurpose 
the North House. New build elements 
rise up to several storeys either side of 
this quietly imposing limestone spine. 
Naturally lit reading rooms, group study 
spaces and support functions spiral off  
from impressive steel staircases in both 
new blocks. Enhanced student and staff 
Support spaces, and improved access to 
diverse printed collections are part of  
evolving library trends. This reflects more 
completely the diverse needs and interests 
of users. 

Phase I is due for completion in time 
for the 2024/25 academic year, but already 
the prospect of progressing the next and 
final Phase excites both librarians — and 
with it the prospect of an even more 
comprehensive University experience.
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Clock Tower Stabilisation
Conservation of quatrefoil lancet windows

Ireland’s largest architectural festival  - 
Open House Dublin - takes place from 14-
16 October this year.  

In Grangegorman there will be a series 
of GDA-led campus tours on Saturday 
15 and Sunday 16 October, along with a 
special one-off construction site tour of the 
new Dublin 7 Educate Together National 
School. TU Dublin will also lead tours of 
the Central and East Quads on October 
15. 

See openhousedublin.com for info. Grangegorman’s Climate Action Day in June centred on themes of energy, biodiversity and communities taking action.
Image: Conor Mulhern

Conservation Officers inspect one of the recently restored 5m tall lancet arch windows.
Image: Agency

OpenHouseDublin
Irish Architecture Festival 

Stabilisation works on one of Grangegorman’s oldest surviving 
buildings — the Clock Tower building — are almost completed. 
These works were essential to safeguard the building and avoid 
further degradation until a full restoration can take place.  FKP 
Architects (design team lead for the restoration of the Lower 
House) lead the design team with Tolmac Construction carrying 
out the works.

There are a number of protected features that have undergone 
careful conservation as part of this phase of stabilisation. The  three 
windows on the south façade of Clock Tower chapel, each 5m tall 
and visible from St Brendan’s Way, are one of these.

All three windows feature a lancet arch with quatrefoil window, 
and a surround of ‘Bath Stone’ limestone. The quatrefoil windows 
feature decorative glass from c.1900 depicting the town arms of 
Dublin, Drogheda, Wicklow and Dundalk.

The glass was carefully removed and cleaned before being 
embedded in mortar to fix into the steel frame, and refitted in the 
stone ope using ‘ferramenta’ — metal fixings set into masonry to 
support the stained glass. The central stone mullion has also been 
reinstated in each window.

Every effort has been made to retain as much of the original 
Bath Stone in the window structures as possible. Missing pieces 
were replaced with the same source materials. Bath Stone is 
distinctive in that it has a subtle, warm, honey colouring and can 
be cut or squared in any direction without losing strength, making 
it a favourite in grand architectural designs. 

After several detrimental interventions over the years 
these feature windows have now been restored to their original 
structure and have recently been revealed following the scaffolding 
removal. 


