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Broadstone 
An inclusive civic connection between Constitution Hill and Grangegorman Lower.  Collaboration continues between the 
Agency and Dublin City Council on further improvements along Grangegorman Lower to enhance the public realm 
Image: Conor Mulhern   
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Gold Medal 
Academic Hub & Library design team leaders awarded

Open International Architectural Competition
TU Dublin Facility for Optical Characterisation and Spectroscopy (FOCAS)

O’Donnell + Tuomey Architects have been 
awarded the Gold Medal by the Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland for 
their design of the Lyric Theatre Belfast. 

The Medal — regarded by many as the 
highest honour in Irish Architecture — is 
distinguished from other accolades in that 
it acknowledges buildings that have proven 
themselves through use over several years, 
as opposed to buildings recently completed 
and not so comprehensively tested by those 
for whom they were designed. 

It is the second time for John, Sheila 
and their team to win the Gold Medal. This 
makes them one of only two architectural 

Brendan Jennings (TU Dublin, VP Research) Ger Casey (GDA, CEO), David Naessens (CCN), Louise Cotter (CCN), 
Hugh Byrne (Head, FOCAS Research Institute) Image: Conor Mulhern

President Higgins welcomed to site
TASC launch ‘Phibsborough People’s Transition’

The Agency was delighted to connect the 
Think-Tank for Action on Social Change 
(TASC) and TU Dublin for the launch by 
President Higgins of TASC’s community 
led-climate action plan for Dublin 7. 

Jennifer Boyer, TU Dublin Vice 
President  for Sustainability, and Sean 
McCabe, Executive Manager at TASC’s 
Climate Justice Centre are pictured 
(left) welcoming President Higgins to 
Grangegorman.  

Following an open international 
architectural design competition, Carr 
Cotter Naessens have been selected as 
the architects to lead our design team 
for FOCAS Research Institute. Their 
appointment is the culmination of an 
inclusive procurement process for this 
latest TU Dublin project which has set 
ambitious environmental targets in 
response to the Climate Crisis.

This new building will relocate the 
existing FOCAS to a c.4,500m2 facility 
in Grangegorman. It will be adjacent to 
students and researchers from the sciences, 
health, and engineering disciplines —
further consolidating the emerging 
Research and Innovation Hub on site. 
The design team has now started their 
preliminary designs for the project. 

John Tuomey & Sheila O’Donnell
Image: Conor Healy — Courtesy of the RIAI

President Higgins arrives at TU Dublin’s Central Quad
Image: Courtesy of TASC

TASC launched the findings of their 
‘Phibsborough People’s Transition’ in 
the Central Quad. To mark the occasion, 
TU Dublin unveiled a recently acquired 
artwork from local artist Dorothy Smith. 
Dorothy’s piece recorded the construction 
of the East Quad. The Agency team will 
continue to engage with TASC as their 
plans develop for a people-empowered 
response to the Climate Crisis. 

practices to have received multiple Gold 
Medals since the inception of the award 
in 1934. In congratulating O’Donnell + 
Tuomey, President Michael D. Higgins 
highlighted the ‘invaluable gift to society’ 
of architecture. 

TU Dublin’s Academic Hub & 
Library is now anticipated to advance 
towards a start-on-site early in the New 
Year.  This will bring to life Phase I of 
the project for students, staff and visitors 
at Grangegorman. It will form a heart of 
the site; continuing the realisation of  the 
Grangegorman Masterplan vision. 
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It has been a memorable year for the 
Agency as we’ve reached a number of pivotal 
milestones in the Grangegorman Project, 
and made good progress in advancing 
plans for the next phase of development. 
We’ve also relocated offices to Park House 
and commenced a new three-year term of 
the GDA Board and Consultative Group. It 
is great to see the continued engagement 
from our stakeholders on all aspects of the 
Project.

There are now 10,000 TU Dublin 
students based in Grangegorman and it has 
been fantastic to see the site invigorated 
with increased student activity. This year 
has seen the completion of the largest 
building in Grangegorman, the Central 
Quad which, alongside the East Quad, 
marks a major achievement for the Project 
and Project Ireland 2040. 

The opening of the historic Lower 
House, East Quad and Printmaking 
Workshop have brought university life 
across Grangegorman Lower, bringing 
the east side of the site into use for the 
first time. This greater integration into 
the surrounding neighbourhood has been 
further enhanced by the DCC filtered 
permeability scheme on Grangegorman 
Lower, and by the opening of Broadstone 
Plaza, now a significant gateway for 
Grangegorman which also firmly links the 
site to the city. 

We were delighted to commence 
construction on the new national school for 
Dublin 7 Educate Together in January. The 

contractor has been making good progress 
and we expect to top-out the teaching block 
early in the New Year. Necessary works 
to the junction of Rathdown Road and 
Grangegorman Upper — ‘Grangegorman 
Square’ — will be advanced in 2022, and 
finished ahead of the school’s completion 
in early 2023. 

The next project expected to break 
ground on site will be the Academic Hub 
and Library, a building that will integrate 
the existing North House, a Protected 
Structure, into the new facility to become 
a core focal point for the university. We 
hope to see this project commence on site 
in early 2022.

The response to the open architectural 
design competition for TU Dublin’s FOCAS 
Research Institute was extraordinary. We 
are delighted to move into 2022 with the 
design team now in place. This project has 
set ambitious targets to significantly reduce 
carbon use and promote the circular use of 
materials over the whole life of the building.  
Sustainability has always been vitally 
important for the Grangegorman Project 
and the Agency continues to develop this 
area for all  building and infrastructure 
projects. We also remain committed to the 
social sustainability side of the development 
through the GLLF, Grangegorman Public 
Art and Grangegorman Histories.    

Highlights from Grangegorman Public 
Art this year include the widely attended 
‘Public Art Now’ international conference 
and the installation of Alexandra Carr’s 

Grangegorman — From the city to the sea
Image: Barrow Coakley

stunning artwork ‘Solaris Nexum’. We hope 
to celebrate with the artist in-person next 
year.

Grangegorman Histories has gone 
from strength to strength, hosting many 
insightful online events over 2021. 
They also launched the fascinating 
‘Grangegorman Lives’ series in association 
with the Dictionary of Irish Biographies. 
We look forward to seeing more aspects of 
Grangegorman’s vast history uncovered in 
2022.

The year was not without its hardships, 
with the loss of one of our own, the stalwart 
James Rooney, very much at the forefront 
of our minds as 2021 draws to a close. The 
ongoing pandemic has had an impact on 
everyone, as well as the Project and we 
hope that we will be in a better position 
next year to celebrate our milestones with 
our stakeholders.   

Overall, it has been a busy year for the 
Agency and 2022 is set to become even 
busier. Along with the projects already 
mentioned, we are working to progress 
the HSE Residential Care Neighbourhood, 
the TU Dublin West Quad, the Prussia 
Street Gate, TU Dublin Indoor Sports, and  
essential works to the iconic Clock Tower 
building. 

We wish all our project partners and 
our communities a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year. 

Nollaig Shona Daoibh go léir. 

A milestone year
GDA CEO Ger Casey reflects on 2021
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This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch.The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) is a statutory agency. 

The GDA was established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
site in Dublin’s north inner city. We aim to create a vibrant and inclusive 
new piece of city that is sensitive to its context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its many communities. 

ggda.ie
communications@ggda.ie
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev

Park House, Floor 4
191 North Circular Rd
Dublin 7
D07 EWV4
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Solaris Nexum
New public artwork from artist Alexandra Carr     

Broadstone 
Multi-agency collaboration delivers a new link across historic lines

‘Solaris Nexum’ is a site-specific sculpture 
for the Central Quad from artist Alexandra 
Carr. Commissioned as part of the 
Grangegorman Public Art programme, 
the artwork spans four storeys and is in 
constant motion, continually changing 
with the shifting light throughout the day 
and season.

Alexandra collaborated with Feilden 
Clegg Bradley Studios — Eriugena’s 
architects — who led the design team for 
the building. 

Follow @studioalexandracarr to learn 
more about the artist and her work.

A view from below - Solaris Nexum 
Image: GDA

A naturally-irrigated green border incorporates inclusive access across the plaza
Image: Conor Mulhern

Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network at Broadstone Plaza
Image: Conor Mulhern

Clock Tower
Repair works planned 

The Agency is in the process of appointing 
a building contractor to carry out some 
essential repairs on the Clock Tower. It is 
anticipated that works will begin in early 
spring and conclude by the autumn.

This project will entail limited repairs 
to the roof, heritage plastering to external 
walls and replacement of temporary 
structural works with permanent solutions. 
The work of the design team is led by 
Fitzgerald Kavanagh and Partners with 
CORA Consulting Engineers providing 
structural advice, and Brendan Merry and 
Partners as Quantity Surveyors. 

Broadstone once signaled a seam between 
infrastructural and institutional Dublin. 
In the 19th century it divided a terminus 
of rail and water to the east from the 
Grangegorman Workhouse to the west.  

Three years ago, Paschal Donohoe TD 
opened a temporary link here. Then, it 
provided limited public access weaving 
between a pair of construction sites. Now, 
the construction of the East Quad and the 
Broadstone Plaza are complete; forming 
the permanently-open Broadstone Gate 
which links Grangegorman to the city.  

From Constitution Hill, granite paving 
swoops gently under an overpass separating 
vehicles from unfettered pedestrian and 
cycle access below. 

A series of self-irrigating planted 
retaining walls to the south hold back an 
upper access road. To the north, the Luas 
Green Line — with two  Grangegorman 
stops — arcs back and forth between 
Broombridge and its Abbey Street 
interchange. 

This complex project reflects the 
efforts of many.  Since the inception of the 
Grangegorman Masterplan, the Agency 
has worked with various Government 
Departments, Córas Iompair Éireann, Bus 
Éireann, Dublin Bus, Iarnrod Éireann, 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland, the 
National Transport Authority, Dublin City 
Council (DCC), and many others. Under 
the stewardship of DCC’s Engineering 
team, the works have been realised to 
exacting standards. 




