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Shedding Light
A pragmatically beautiful studio space, TU Dublin’s Printmaking Workshop is a new interim home for the Dublin School 
of Creative Arts. It is flooded with daylight and provides a temporary bookend to the Clock Tower at St Brendan’s Way 
Image: Aisling McCoy   
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Students Arriving on Site
Students’ Union President looks forward to the new term

Ger Carty, Grafton Architects (L) and Kehinde Oluwatosin, Planner (R) present samples to Dublin City Council 
Image: GDA

Summer Samples
More progress at the Dublin 7 Educate Together National School

As the structure of the new school 
continues to rise from the ground, our 
team — Design Team, led by Grafton 
Architects, Nyland Consulting (contract 
administrators) and Main Contractor 
GANSON — have been busying preparing 
various samples of the external finishes. 

In early July we welcomed Dublin City 
Council to site, to present mock-ups of the 
facade. This followed a lengthy and patient 
process of combining various potential 
bricks, mortar types and plasterwork to 
ensure the best quality outcomes for the 
building. 

Throughout the construction phase 
GANSON will continue to engage with 
local residents; listening to concerns, while 
planning the works ahead.  

The project is running on track. Our 
expectation is that structure of the General 
Purpose Hall will have topped-out by 
Christmas, followed by the main Teaching 
Block by late summer 2022. 

The School is being developed by 
the GDA on behalf of the Department of 
Education.

With a new academic year starting in 
September and Covid-19 restrictions 
easing, Grangegorman is prepaing to 
welcome students and staff back to site — 
many of them for their first time. We spoke 
to the newly elected TU Dublin Students’ 
Union (SU) President Mark O’Donnell 
about what to expect. 

Mark acknowledges that the upcoming 
year will be a momentous one for the 
university and the community as 10,000 
students will now base their studies in 
Grangegorman. 

The focus for the university is on 
a blended learning model with many 
lectures continuing on-line. This means 
that students will arrive on site slowly, and 
in smaller numbers at first. 

Mark and his SU team are excited at 
the prospect of students being on campus 
and are hard at work planning for 20th 

September — the official start of the new 
term. 

He explained to us the varied role of the 
SU; representing a colossal 29,000 students 
across their sites at Blanchardstown, 

Tallaght, Grangegorman and other city 
campuses. 

Their work spans all levels of student 
representation, including the University’s 
governing body. They are also very 
active organising numerous campaigns, 
fundraisers and events throughout the 
year. 

In addition, the SU engage with 
the national Students’ Union; lobbying 
Government on national policy issues 
such as climate change. Every year they 
fundraise on behalf of a charity, which 
this year, is Saoirse Domestic Violence 
Shelter. 

The year should see the campus 
become a hive of activity, and the Students’ 
Union is looking forward to seeing the 
new tranche of students becoming part of 
the Grangegorman community. The newly 
recovered Lower House is now home to 
many of the SU staff and officers, and they 
are very excited to be moving in to such 
an historic building, sharing it with TU 
Dublin Societies, Sports and the School of 
Music. Visit www.tudublinsu.ie.

GDA Team
New appointments

The GDA is delighted to announce  
Dominick Healy as Director of 
Construction and Infrastructure, and Lori 
Keeve as Communications Manager.

Dominick has over 15 years experience 
in the construction industry, working in 
both private and public sectors. He joined 
the GDA as Project Coordinator in 2018. 
A native of Roscommon, Dominick is a 
graduate of NUI Galway, TU Dublin and 
Trinity College Dublin. 

Lori joined GDA Communications in 
2013. She has been closely involved with 
Grangegorman Public Art, and is a strong 
advocate for the community. She has a 
background in media production  and is 
a graduate of Maynooth University and 
IADT Dun Laoghaire.
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After starting life in 1980 at Parnell Square,  
a series of successive moves through 
inner-city spaces at Gardiner Row and 
Portland Row preceded TU Dublin’s 
Printmakers relocation to Grangegorman 
in 2014. This penultimate move was as 
one part of the Dublin School of Creative 
Arts, who took over the recovered North 
House in the centre of the site. Four 
decades of adapting to existing spaces — 
adjusting to characterful but occasionally 
compromised conditions — have prepared 
TU Dublin well for the recent opportunity 
to finally build a purpose-made space for 
their craft.

At Grangegorman, Printmaking was 
originally part of the design brief for the 
East Quad development. As it happened, 
the scope of that project was adjusted and 
the Printmakers were slated to stay on as 
a satellite in the North House while the 
remainder of their School migrated to 
the new Quad on St Brendan’s Way. The 
separation is temporary, Printmaking will 
ultimately find permanent home within 
future expansion of the East Quad. 

The East Quad commenced 
construction in early 2018, while ongoing 
background planning by the GDA and 
TU Dublin advanced preparations for the 
development of the university’s library.  

The library project has now progressed 
and is earmarked for the North House, and 
lands about it. This heralded a move for 
Printmaking, once more. 

A GDA-TU Dublin Campus Planning 
Printmaking Workshop Project Team was 
established to test options and balance the 
constraint of temporary accommodation 
with a tight time frame and budget. The 
project is reflective of the complex set 
of moving parts that is Grangegorman. 
Equally, it demonstrates the opportunity to 
be drawn from a blend of (the Printmaker’s)
uncertain futures and ambition, with the 
support of stakeholders and the oversight 
of the Department of Further and Higher 
Education, Research, Innovation and 
Science.  

Scullion Architects, in association 
with PLUS Architecture, were appointed 
by the Agency to lead a Design Team. 
They collectively transformed the brief 
into a design of specific character; 
unsophisticated but purposeful. Following 
the approval by Dublin City Council 
of a temporary permission, the project 
has progressed through the build phase, 
carried out by Weslin Construction and 
their teams. It is an intentionally modest 
building, assembled in steel and wrapped 
with corrugated metal cladding. 

See it to be it — The Printmaking Workshop viewed from the west and distinguished by its silhouette of saw-tooth pitched roofs and eye-height slot workshop windows
Image: Aisling McCoy

The central Workshop is bounded with 
technical rooms and administrative spaces 
to the north and south. To the east, the 
building addresses an open space bordered 
by the Clock Tower. The Workshop is a 
flexible space supporting the range of the 
more traditional techniques of etching 
and screen/ block-printing with hybrid 
techniques of photographic collagraphy 
(a TU Dublin innovation) and static-
electricity printing; blurring the boundaries 
between art and design. 

The distinct building — or three-
spined stickleback as Peter Jones (School of 
Creative Arts, Senior Lecturer) playfully 
refers to it while recalling the wild ponds of 
his youth — edges itself on to St Brendan’s 
Way opposite the entrance to the East 
Quad. This prominent location allows 
street life to quite literally slice through 
university life. From St Brendan’s Way 
full height windows allow views deep into 
the Workshop. It means that the hands-
on nature of the student and staff work 
— increasingly rare in the current tilt to 
virtual means of communication — is on 
show constantly. 

The new space now provides stability 
for the Printmakers to further develop 
opportunities across the university and 
with the community. 

Printmaking on St Brendan’s Way
A hands-on home for TU Dublin students and staff — 40 years in the making
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This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch.The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) is a statutory agency. 

The GDA was established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
site in Dublin’s north inner city. We aim to create a vibrant and inclusive 
new piece of city that is sensitive to its context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its many communities. 

ggda.ie
communications@ggda.ie
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev

Park House, Flr 4
191 North Circular Rd
Dublin 7
D07 EWV4
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Multi-Purpose Public Play Area
Reopens for games

Public Art Now
International conference sparks collaboration

Public Art Now, a series of six curated 
conversations exploring the practice, 
policy and politics of public art took place 
online live from 24th – 26th June. 

A major conference in the field, it was 
led by TU Dublin and coordinated by Dr 
Gráinne Coughlan as part of ‘…the lives 
we live’ Grangegorman Public Art. The 
programme was developed with The Arts 
Council of Ireland, Dublin City Council, 
Fingal County Council, Visual Arts Ireland, 
The Irish Architecture Foundation, The 
Office of Public Works, and Create. 

The event was widely attended by both 
national and international delegates and 

James Rooney
A colleague passes

We are deeply saddened by the recent  
sudden loss of our colleague and friend 
James Rooney. James, a mechanical 
engineer by profession, worked as a GDA 
Project Coordinator for the past 10 years. 
He led on engineering services across the 
site, and supported the delivery of core 
projects such as the North House. Most 
recently, he led the Lower House Project 
Team — delivering a landmark building 
for TU Dublin and the city.

James was a beacon of integrity, a 
gentleman, and possessed a phenomenal 
work ethic. He was hugely knowledgeable 
and a great source of wisdom and advice 
for all of us in the Agency. He will be 
greatly missed. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
anam dílis.

Dr Ivor Browne
Interview

A special screening of Alan Gilsenan’s 
documentary (2017) ‘Meetings with 
Ivor’ took place as part of this year’s 
Stoneybatter Summer Festival. A widely 
respected psychiatrist, Dr. Ivor Browne 
was Chief Medical Superintendent at St 
Brendan’s Hospital in Grangegorman for 
three decades from 1966. 

In collaboration with Grangegorman 
Histories, a recorded interview with Ivor 
followed the screening. The interview 
captures some of his memories during 
the 30 years he spent at Grangegorman. 
It is now available to view at www.
grangegormanhistories.ie.

included panel discussions from a diverse 
range of practitioners based, among other 
places, in Ireland, the USA, Melbourne, and 
Norway. Also featured on the programme 
was a special lecture from Director of the 
Rubin Centre Texas, Kerry Doyle, as well as  
local contributions ‘What Does He Need?’, 
from Brokentalkers and Louis Haugh’s 
‘One Hour Archive’. 

Feedback highlighted the geographical 
connections made which were perhaps 
only possible because the conference 
moved online. All webinars will soon be on 
the GDA website. Copies of ‘...the lives we 
live’ book can also be requested.

The newly revamped multi-purpose play area now includes multi-goal ends for basketball and 5-a-side soccer.
Image: TU Dublin Sports

James on site at the Lower House
Image: GDA


