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This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch.The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) is a statutory agency. 

We were established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
grounds in Dublin City Centre. We aim to create a vibrant new part of 
the city in a way that is sensitive to the context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its communities. 
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ggda.ie
communications@ggda.ie
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
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we have moved

The Next Chapter
A 200 year legacy of innovation continues today — inspiring current and future generations of students, staff and visitors to 
the Lower House, Grangegorman — Its enduring story is set to continue for many years ahead — Image: Aisling McCoy

TU Dublin’s Central Quad opens 
Another New Neighbour

National Optometry Centre
Opens 19th April in the TU Dublin Central Quad

The National Optometry Centre (NOC) 
at TU Dublin has now moved from 
Kevin Street to the Central Quad  at 
Grangegorman. A state-of-the-art centre 
for the advanced training of optometry 
students, it is the only such facility in 
Ireland. 

From Monday 19th April, the NOC will 
welcome volunteers for their optometry 
training clinics where they can avail of a 
thorough eye examination with the latest 
diagnostic equipment at no charge. These 

Public Art Now
24-26 June — Online 

An online event will explore the changing 
landscape of Public Art. It is TU Dublin 
School of Creative Arts’ contribution to ‘…
the lives we live’ Grangegorman Public Art, 
and will include six conversations led by 
Irish and International practitioners. They 
will explore how public art responds to 
the complexity of our cultural and natural 
environments and how current policy and 
theory support these actions. Free booking 
in advance from www.publicartnow.eu or 
via PublicArtNow@tudublin.ie

Slán Máire
Hanging up her hard hat

Never lost for words and driven by an 
infectious passion for the Grangegorman 
project, Máire Mellerick — GDA Director 
of Construction — retires this month. 

Máire’s tireless energy, depth of 
knowledge and steadfast support for 
the team leave an enormous mark on 
Grangegorman. All at GDA, along with our 
project partners, thank her most sincerely 
for the hard work, energy and her good 
humour. We wish her good health, much 
happiness, and lots of fun in life off-site. 

School Talk
An Engineer’s life

Padraic Ballantyne — GDA Project 
Coordinator — provided an online 
update to over 500 pupils and staff of D7 
Educate Together National School on the 
construction of their new primary school 
building. The pupils had lots of questions 
about what the new building will look 
like and Padraic’s life as an engineer. 
Construction of the new school is 
continuing on Grangegorman Upper and 
is due for completion by 2022. For more, 
visit www.ggda.ie

clinics operate under the supervision 
of a qualified optometrist and are PRSI 
and HSE approved for the dispensing of 
spectacles and contact lenses for all ages. 
For appointments, call 01 220 5900 or 
email eyeclinic@tudublin.ie. 

The NOC is separate to the HSE 
Community Eye Clinic at the Primary Care 
Centre, located in Grangegorman Upper. 
For more information on that facility visit 
www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/primarycare/ 
or call 01 867 6200.

A glimpse behind the hoarding — view from the quadrangle looking back over Stoneybatter and the south west city 
Image: GDA
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Journey of Recovery
The Lower House reopens — The greenest building is the one that already exists 

Officially opened in 1815, the Richmond 
Lunatic Asylum was one of the first public 
psychiatric hospitals in Ireland. Known as 
the ‘Lower House’, and once abandoned, 
it has recently been through a two-year 
adaptation and rehabilitation. It’s now 
ready for its next chapter as a new home for 
TU Dublin student sport and societies. 

The building has been modified many 
times over its 200 year life. Originally 
established as a national asylum, it was later 
renamed the Richmond District Lunatic 
Asylum, covering Dublin, Wicklow, 
Louth and Meath. Throughout the 19th 
Century, the entire Grangegorman site 
was developed for workhouses, asylums, 
prisons, hospitals and churches. In 1996, 
the building  doubled as the setting of the 
General Post Office (GPO) in Neil Jordan’s 
film, Michael Collins. 

The Lower House was designed 
by Armagh-born Francis Johnston —
ironically well known for his design of 
the actual GPO. It was once part of a 
quadrangle, what remains today is the 
southern side only. It is a three-storey over-
basement central block with long wings to 
both sides and pavilions at either end. The 
coat of arms of the Duke of Richmond is 
still visible over the southern entrance. 

Today, looking at the recovered 
building, it’s hard to imagine the level of 
dereliction and disrepair that the Lower 
House suffered. 

Our Project Team was conscious of the 
enormous scale of the task. The building 
had been unoccupied for many years and 
the roof structure had been damaged, 
causing it to gradually collapse over time. 
Much of the internal flooring had decayed 
and there was extensive vegetation growth 
throughout. Some of the masonry had also 
been damaged.  

Because of its parlous state and the 
challenge of securing funding, the rescue 
of the Lower House was far from certain. 
Demolition was seriously considered as an 
option. However, in 2014 the GDA oversaw 
a programme of works that included the 
removal of the entire roof, stabilisation 
of the wall tops and the replacement of 
the roof over the central block. The GDA 
team worked alongside a design team led 
by Coady Architects. Bourke Builders 
from Ballina, Co. Mayo, along with their 
sub-contractors, carried out the works 
to ensure no further deterioration of the 
structure occurred.  

By 2018 the GDA returned to the 
project to set about exploring future 
purposes for the building. With the 
backing of the Department of Education 
and the encouragement of Dublin City 
Council, the GDA and TU Dublin 
developed a project brief that would see the 
building brought back to life as a student 
focused hub. This would coincide with the 
completion of the Central and East Quads, 

which were already under-construction.  
The ambitious project was delivered 
by the GDA/TU Dublin Lower House 
Project Team. The design was led by FKP 
Architects and their team and constructed 
by Purcell Construction. 

These teams discovered a lot about 
Francis Johnston, who was a curious and 
inventive architect, unafraid to experiment 
with technical innovations. The adapted 
building retains a number of Johnston’s 
original features. These include its massive 
stone and brick walls; chimney stacks and 
pots; granite staircases; complex brick 
vaulting and the stone carved coat of arms 
of the Duke of Richmond, set over the 
southern entrance door. Cast iron windows 
(from a second phase of its original 
construction) have also been retained and 
conserved, along with original internal 
timber doors and windows. 

Many of the building’s features were 
designed with the intention of passively 
supporting patients in their recovery from 
illness. 

One example of this was the verandas to 
the south façade, which provided privacy 
for those who wished to get some fresh 
air without being observed. The verandas, 
long since demolished, have now been re-
interpreted with two contemporary glazed 
links. 

These bright spaces enhance the energy 
performance of the building by capturing 
solar heat, which is retained in the exposed 
massive calp limestone walls, releasing 
it into the building as temperatures drop 
externally. As well as the sustainability 

benefits of recovering and reusing an 
existing building, rather than replacing 
it, the Lower House is connected to the 
Grangegorman district heating network 
and is the first building on site to take heat 
from the recently commissioned Energy 
Centre which will, over time, provide 
energy from renewable sources. 

  The GDA also collaborated with 
Grangegorman Histories who curated a 
series of large-scale images for display 
inside the building. This eclectic collection 
of photographs and drawings reveal the 
historical context of the building and its 
setting within the Grangegorman site and 
north inner city as a whole. They command 
a simple but strong background presence 
and illustrate the cultural, functional and 
architectural heritage of the site — www.
ria.ie/research-projects/grangegorman-
histories. 

The Lower House now includes a 
large dining hall and coffee shop, TU 
Dublin Student Union offices, a dance 
studio, indoor fitness studios, as well as 
several piano practice rooms for the TU 
Dublin Conservatoire which has recently 
been relocated from Rathmines. In time, 
further finer features and spaces within 
the building will continue to be brought 
back to their original design state. Their 
architectural qualities will continue to 
be enhanced when the building has been 
allowed to dry out thoroughly. 

The enduring story of the recovery of 
Francis Johnston’s Lower House may not 
be over yet. 

TU Dublin Conservatoire Music Practice Rooms
Image: Aisling McCoy

Grangegorman Histories’ curated interior images
Image: Aisling McCoy

Lower House (2019) — Historic paint colours were documented and reused in the new interior finishes
Image: GDA

TU Dublin Societies Dance Studio at the Lower House 
Image: Aisling McCoy
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