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This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch with us atThe Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) is a statutory agency. 

We were established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
grounds in Dublin City Centre. We aim to create a vibrant new city 
quarter in a way that is sensitive to the context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its existing communities. 

01 402 4140  
www.ggda.ie
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
Subscribe to communications@ggda.ie
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Grangegorman Lwr
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Finishing Touch
Francis Johnston’s Lower House — the oldest remaining building on the Grangegorman site  — is the first building to 
receive heat from the Grangegorman Energy Centre and district heating network  — The final and finishing touches are 
underway ahead of its occupation early in the new year by Technological University Dublin students, staff and visitors.

Local Business?
Register with us

School Building
Construction of Grangegorman’s National School building is set for a new year start

As part of our commitment to supporting 
local businesses, the GDA maintains a 
register of businesses in Dublin 1 & 7. 

If you would like to be included or know 
someone who might be interested, email 
kathleen.mccann@ ggda.ie for more. 

Construction  of the new Dublin 7 Educate 
Together National School — designed by 
our Grafton Architects led team — is soon 
to commence on site at Grangegorman 
Upper. 

The design of the 24-classroom school 
comprises two separate buildings. The first 
contains large interconnecting general 
purpose rooms and the second contains a 
special needs unit and teaching facilities. 
There are also numerous outdoor play 
areas included as part of the project. 

The location of the Dublin 7 Educate 
Together National School on campus will 
also support the culture of learning and 
provide opportunity for cross-generational 
interaction between the National School, 
the University and the HSE Residential 
Care Neighbourhood when completed. 

Prior to the opening of the new school, 
necessary works will also be carried 
out to the junction of Rathdown Road 
and Grangegorman Upper to improve 
the layout and public realm in this area 
and to make it appropriate as a school 
entrance. 

The expected completion date for both 
of these projects is 2022. More details 
on the project will be provided to local 
residents over the coming weeks.

Street Life  — View from Grangegorman Lwr illustrating the learning building (left) and general purpose hall (right)  —  as well as the proposed public realm improvements to the street
Image: Grafton Architects

A view of school and street from Ivy Avenue 
Image: Grafton Architects

Final touches to the restoration works of 
the Carriageway Gates at the Clock Tower 
on Grangegorman Lower continue in-
situ.  

The colour chosen for the refurbished 
gateway was based on an expert historic 
paint report and reflects the original 19th 
century beige stone oil paint. 

Gate Restoration
Historic colours
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One of the milestones of 2020 has been the 
publication of ‘…the lives we live’ book – 
a collection of experiences, perspectives 
and stories, beautifully recounted through 
visuals and texts by the artists, collaborators, 
and stakeholders who have engaged in the 
last 5 years of this phase of the Public Art 
programme at Grangegorman. 

Since its launch in 2015, ‘...the lives we 
live’ has supported more than 30 projects 
and initiatives involving over 60 artists and 
50 organisations. To date, this has included 
17 community-based projects where artists 
have worked with community partners 
within the Grangegorman project and the 
wider neighbourhood. It also includes 5 
major art commissions and the lending of 
artworks that are on public display. 

The book, which is a limited print 
edition, will be made freely available on-
line in 2021 at www.ggda.ie.

Making its Mark
Grangegorman Public Art

2020 will be a year we will all remember for 
many reasons. The effects of the unforeseen 
Covid-19 pandemic took an enormous toll 
on each of us as individuals and collectively 
as a community. Our sympathies go out to 
all families impacted or bereaved by the 
virus. 

The pandemic also left its mark on 
the Grangegorman project. The initial 
government lock-down in March meant 
that construction ground to a halt. The 
phased lifting of restrictions in May 
allowed works to re-start with a number 
of necessary Covid-19 safety measures. 
Despite the challenges, progress on the 
project continued. This is due to the 
commitment and collaboration of our 
stakeholders, design teams, consultants, 
contractors and the GDA team who all 
played their part in ensuring the project 
continued to advance, albeit at a slower 
pace given the circumstances. 

As a result, we have arrived at the end of 
2020 with the TU Dublin East Quad almost 
complete and the once dilapidated Lower 
House restored to life. These two stunning 
buildings, combined with the opening of 
the Broadstone Plaza, will open-up the east 
side of the site for the first time and further 
integrate the Grangegorman development 
with its surrounding neighbourhoods. 
Due to the pandemic, student occupation 
of these buildings will occur on a phased 

A Year We’ll All Remember
CEO Ger Casey looks back on 2020

basis from 2021, but when fully occupied, 
this area will become a hub of arts and 
culture for TU Dublin and the Community. 
The commissioning of the Interim Energy 
Centre this year has also been a key 
milestone for the Grangegorman project, 
enabling these buildings to become fully 
operational. 

Work on the Central Quad continues 
at pace, while the design of the West 
Quad is well advanced and will allow for 
the relocation of TU Dublin’s College of 
Business and School of Languages and 
Law at Aungier Street to Grangegorman. 
The Academic Hub & Library, which will 
become the academic heart of the campus, 
has been issued for tender to contractors 
and we expect to see progress on this over 
2021. Construction on two temporary 
support projects for TU Dublin, which 
includes the Printmaking Workshop is also 
well underway. 

On the healthcare side, we’re working 
towards lodging a planning application 
for the Residential Care Neighbourhood, 
located beside the Primary Care Centre. 
The neighbourhood will become home to 
c. 100 residents and comprises healthcare 
facilities such as a nursing home, a day care 
centre and a pharmacy. 

Nearby, construction work on the new 
Dublin 7 Educate Together National School 
is due to commence on Grangegorman 

The Grangegorman Business and 
Enterprise Group hosted a widely attended 
webinar for those interested in getting 
started in social enterprise. The event was 
aimed at organisations in the community 
and voluntary sector and individuals with 
business ideas. 

Supporting Local Enterprise
Grangegorman Business & Enterprise Group 

Grangegorman Histories will participate in 
First Fortnight – an arts and mental health 
festival that takes place in the first two 
weeks of January every year. They will host 
a webinar on January 15th to introduce the 
transformative Change Minds programme 
which originated in the UK. 

The programme engages local people 
and on-line visitors in stories of local 
heritage, mental health and identity. 

First Fortnight Festival
Grangegorman Histories Event

We are delighted to announce the 
appointment of Paul O’Toole as 
Chairperson of the GDA Board. Paul 
has a wealth of experience in public 
administration including in the areas 
of education and training, tourism and 
hospitality. 

He was formerly Chief Executive 
Officer at the Higher Education Authority 
(HEA) and SOLAS, the State body with 
responsibility for further education and 
training. Paul was also Director General of 
FÁS, CEO of Tourism Ireland and General 
Manager at Bord Fáilte. 

Paul along with his fellow Board 
members, oversees the strategic direction 
and good governance of the Grangegorman 
Project which supports the executive in 
focusing on its programme of delivery. 
We look forward to his leadership and 
guidance over the coming years.

New Chairperson
Paul O’Toole joins GDA

The adaptive reuse of the Lower House recovers this Protected Structure back into use for TU Dublin — The project will 
include a restaurant, coffee shop, dance and exercise studios and students union spaces — The construction process has 
been carefully managed to upgrade the building with contemporary uses whilst protecting its historic fabric and features. 
Image: GDA 

Upper, providing further opportunity for 
cross-generational interaction between 
the National School, the University, and 
the Residential Care Neighbourhood. We 
are also delighted to have launched an 
international architectural competition for 
the design of the FOCAS Research Institute 
for TU Dublin. 

While the Covid-19 restrictions 
curtailed our usual programme of public 
events and activities on campus, this 
did not stop the Public Art Working 
Group, Grangegorman Histories, and the 
Grangegorman Labour & Learning Forum 
from forging ahead with their plans in 
2020. 

We were also heartened to see the 
local community use the public spaces at 
Grangegorman campus to get their much 
needed recreation, play and exercise during 
the national lock-down. 

The progress made in 2020 represents 
an enormous milestone for Grangegorman 
which we hope to celebrate with all of our 
stakeholders in 2021. We are hugely grateful 
to them for their support and collaboration 
in enabling this transformation to take 
place. 

We wish all of the Grangegorman 
Community a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year. Here’s to health 
and optimism in 2021! — Nollaig Shona 
Daoibh.

Speakers included Andrew Forde 
(Department of Rural and Community 
Development) and Maeve Monaghan (The 
NOW Group of Social Enterprises). For 
anyone interested in the event who was 
unable to attend, an online recording will 
soon be available at www. ggda.ie.

 

Grangegorman Histories hopes to deliver 
a similar project in Dublin, accessing the 
records recovered from Grangegorman in 
the years before the hospital closure. 

This complete record, running 
continuously from 1814, is now restored 
and housed at the National Archives in 
Dublin. To register for the 'Change Minds' 
Archives, Art and Mental Health webinar, 
click here. 

www.ria.ie/change-minds-archives-art-and-mental-health
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Upper, providing further opportunity for 
cross-generational interaction between 
the National School, the University, and 
the Residential Care Neighbourhood. We 
are also delighted to have launched an 
international architectural competition for 
the design of the FOCAS Research Institute 
for TU Dublin. 

While the Covid-19 restrictions 
curtailed our usual programme of public 
events and activities on campus, this 
did not stop the Public Art Working 
Group, Grangegorman Histories, and the 
Grangegorman Labour & Learning Forum 
from forging ahead with their plans in 
2020. 

We were also heartened to see the 
local community use the public spaces at 
Grangegorman campus to get their much 
needed recreation, play and exercise during 
the national lock-down. 

The progress made in 2020 represents 
an enormous milestone for Grangegorman 
which we hope to celebrate with all of our 
stakeholders in 2021. We are hugely grateful 
to them for their support and collaboration 
in enabling this transformation to take 
place. 

We wish all of the Grangegorman 
Community a happy and healthy 
Christmas and New Year. Here’s to health 
and optimism in 2021! — Nollaig Shona 
Daoibh.

Speakers included Andrew Forde 
(Department of Rural and Community 
Development) and Maeve Monaghan (The 
NOW Group of Social Enterprises). For 
anyone interested in the event who was 
unable to attend, an online recording will 
soon be available at www. ggda.ie.

Grangegorman Histories hopes to deliver 
a similar project in Dublin, accessing the 
records recovered from Grangegorman in 
the years before the hospital closure. 

This complete record, running 
continuously from 1814, is now restored 
and housed at the National Archives in 
Dublin. 

For more and to be added to their mailing 
list see www.grangegormanhistories.ie 
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