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Revealing Grangegorman
The Lower House, designed by Francis Johnston over 200 years ago as The Richmond Lunatic Asylum, is one of
a number of significant protected structures in Grangegorman. An ambitious recovery project is now underway
to revive the building and its setting; revealing its character and repositioning its role in Dublin’s north inner city.

Confinement

Public Art short plays Dublin International Film Festival
CONFINEMENT, a 30 minute short film
moving through time and place, journeys
across Grangegorman and the surrounding
inner city of Dublin - from Georgian times,
right up to today, where the site is being
revealed as a new urban quarter.
Filmaker and artist Trish McAdam uses
charcoal drawings, live action, photography
and motion graphics, combined with the
imagined narration of Henrietta Street
artist Tony Rudenko (voiced by actor Aidan
Gillen) to take us on the journey from past
to present. Composer Roger Doyle crafted
resonant music to accompany the visuals.
Trish McAdam states that the idea emerged
from a line her eye traced on a map from
Henrietta Street to Grangegorman.

Confinement premiered at a special
event on the 21st February which was
hosted by Grangegorman’s neighbours
in The King’s Inns, a site also featured
in the film. The screening was followed
by a conversation on ‘Acceptable Social
Norms’ led by Caitriona Crowe with
filmmaker Trish McAdam and psychiatrist
Dr Paul Caviston. The film was also one
of the official selections for this year’s
Dublin International Film Festival, with
two showings at the Lighthouse Cinema
Smithfield.
This project has been funded by the
Grangegorman Public Art programme
‘…the lives we live’ and Dublin City
Council.

On 1st January 2019, DIT, along with IT
Tallaght and IT Blanchardstown, formally
became Technological University Dublin
(TU Dublin).
In an exciting new milestone for Irish
Higher Education, TU Dublin is now
a multi-campus University with its city
campus at Grangegorman.
With almost 28,000 students and
over 3,000 staff, it is the largest Higher
Education Institution in the State. The new
president of TU Dublin is Professor David
FitzPatrick, who was formerly Head of
Engineering and Architecture in UCD.

Local Business?
Register with us

Trish McAdam’s poignant film overlays her original charcoal portraits of patients, drawn from a selection of Grangegorman’s
Richmond Asylum photographic records. This record material is held by the National Archives of Ireland. Image - Trish McAdam

As part of the Grangegorman Labour
and Learning Forum’s commitment to
supporting local businesses, the GDA
maintains a register of businesses in Dublin
7 and Dublin 1.
This Local Business Register is used
to identify suitable local providers of
supplies and services to the GDA and
other stakeholders as well as to keep
them informed about the Grangegorman
Project.
If you would like your business to be
included on our register please e-mail
Kathleen.mccann@ggda.ie.

Job Networking Opportunities

Event attracts huge public interest and more to come
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Construction activity on site is set to
increase significantly over the coming
months. The number of those directly
working on the Central and East Quad sites
alone is anticipated to peak at c.1,500.
The Grangegorman Labour and
Learning Forum, in collaboration with
the main contractor for the Central and
East Quads; SISK-FCC, held an informal
‘Meet the Contractor’ event at the end of
February.
The aim of the event was to offer
people the opportunity to meet
contractors working on the Grangegorman
development and to explore what

employment opportunities may emerge in
the future. There was huge interest in the
event with high attendance on the day.
On 16th May 2019 another
information morning will take place in
Rathdown House in Grangegorman from
9am to 12pm. This event will focus on
apprenticehip opportunities and is again
open to everyone.
There is no need to register but if
you require further infomation contact
Employment and Training Coordinator
Kathleen McCann on 01 402 4262,
Kathleen.mccann@ggda.ie or visit www.
ggda.ie/employment-and-training.

A full house in Grangegorman for the Labour and Learning
Forum’s Meet the Contractor job networking event.
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New Grangegorman Teams

Current development phase draws internationally recognised Irish designers
The Grangegorman Development Agency
has recently appointed a number of new
design teams.
The design of TU Dublin’s West
Quad has been awarded to a team led by
Heneghan Peng Architects. It will be home
to the College of Business, the School of
Languages and Law and the University’s
Conferring Hall. The 15,000sm project
will make a key corner at the junction
of Phoenix Lane and St Brendan’s Way.
The building will generate a five-storey
face to its neighbouring Academic Hub

TU Dublin West Quad, a dramatic interior of cascading
open-learning and research spaces will foster inquiry and
thought leadership. Image - Heneghan Peng

and Library and a new public space will
be created between the two projects. The
GDA will lodge a planning permission
application with Dublin City Council
for the project in the coming months.
Heneghan Peng’s recent built work
includes the refurbishment of the National
Gallery of Ireland (Dublin), the Palestinian
Museum (Birzeit, Palestine) and The School
of Architecture, Design & Construction at
the University of Greenwich (London).
The GDA are also now developing
a Residential Care Neighbourhood on
behalf of the HSE. This project will
complete the Masterplan plot on which
the Grangegorman Primary Care Centre
currently forms a southern corner.
Primarily a housing project for the elderly,
it will include replacement homes for
existing Grangegorman residents from
the HSE’s St Elizabeth’s Court. It will also
include the complementary healthcare
functions of a day-care centre and a
pharmacy. McCullough Mulvin Architects
and Todd Architects have been jointly
appointed to lead a design team for the
project.
The GDA has worked closely with
the HSE to develop a site-specific project
brief which moves away from institutional
care to a service model of person-centred
care. The project will empower residents
to continue an appropriate level of selfdirection over their lives, in a supported
domestic setting. The team’s preliminary
design of courtyard households pivoted
about modest daylit courtyards reconciles
the inner private life of home with the
outward public context of Grangegorman’s

HSE’s Residential Care Neighbourhood; Light-filled
courtyard households respecting existing houses on
Grangegorman Upper. Image - McCullough Mulvin / Todd

existing and new city streets.
McCullough Mulvin have recently
completed Student Housing at Thapar
University (India). Todd’s work includes
the award-winning Omagh Hospital and
the Sulaiman Al Rajhi Teaching Hospital
(Kingdom of Saudi Arabia).
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TU Dublin Conferring Hall, a civic-scaled room formed with cast-in-place ribbed structure, and overlooked by an attic gallery. Its ceremonial podium will be daylit from above. A double-height
foyer will open to a covered external gathering and entry space. Lower level windows will connect to St Brendan’s Way (south) and to the College of Business (North). Image - Heneghan Peng
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The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA), is a statutory agency.
We were established to redevelop the former St Brendan’s Hospital
grounds in Dublin City Centre. We aim to create a vibrant new city
quarter in a way that is sensitive to the context of Grangegorman, its
surrounding neighbourhood and its existing communities.

This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch, come visit.
01 402 4140
www.ggda.ie
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
E-mail communications@ggda.ie
to keep up to date

The Clock Tower
Grangegorman Lwr
Dublin 7
D07 XT95

The Lower House

Reviving Francis Johnston’s 200 year old former Richmond Lunatic Asylum
The Lower House, the oldest building
on the site, is undergoing an ambitious
recovery project which will see it in full use
by TU Dublin in 2020.
Originally a three-storey quad
enclosing a courtyard garden, today all that
remains is its southern side.
The structure has been stabilised and
now refurbishment works are planned to
fully weather-seal and re-purpose it. A
range of naturally ventilated uses have been
curated to suit the building and its mix of
large and small spaces, ensuring minimal
burden on its historic fabric.
Its new uses will include music practice
rooms, student union workspace, a food
hall, sport rooms, a dance studio and
general student support services. Public

realm and landscaping works will link the
building to the surrounding network of
paths and streets.
A complex project, it will be delivered
under the stewardship of Fitzgerald
Kavanagh and Partners, an architecture
and project management studio appointed
by the GDA to lead a multi-disciplinary
design team. Fitzgerald Kavanagh have
recently overseen the restoration of St
Mel’s Cathedral (Longford) and the
Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School
(Dublin).
The GDA have lodged a planning
application with Dublin City Council for
the works, a decision is due in the coming
weeks.

The Lower House, site investigation works are underway to
secure the exitsing fabric of the building and protect its future

Grangegorman Education

‘Brunner’ students visit Central and East Quad Sites
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Students from St. Paul’s
Secondary school were
taken around the Central
and East Quad sites
recently by Sisk/FCC to
give them a flavour of what
it is like to work on a major
construction project as an
engineer.
The
visit
was
organised through the
Grangegorman
Labour
and Learning Forum as
part of National Engineers
week and got a lot of
positive feedback from the
students.
Thank you to Sisk/ FCC
for facilitating the visit.
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