
City Making
St Brendan’s Way East forms a new cardinal east-west city passage which has been in-waiting for several centuries. The link connects 
Grangegorman with Constitution Hill and the North Inner City, passing through one of Dublin’s 18th century infrastructural heartlands.  
Modestly made, with temporary materials, it opens well ahead of the final design and permanent street works arriving  here over the coming years. 
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Five Planning Permission Applications 
have been lodged with Dublin City Council 
this year. 

Earlier in the year the GDA submitted 
two planning applications for the new 
Dublin 7 Educate Together School. The first 
application, for the development of the 24 
classroom school has since been approved 
and it is expected that construction will 
commence in early 2019. The second 
application, for necessary improvement 
works to the junction of Rathdown Road 
and Grangegorman Upper, is currently 
under review by An Bord Pleanála. 

The GDA recently submitted a planning 
application for the Academic Hub - see 
back page. The GDA also recently lodged a 
planning application for the next phase of 
the on-site Energy Centre. 

DIT has also lodged an application 
for permission to temporarily modify 
Park House on the North Circular Road.  
It is  intended to adapt part of this office 
building for use as a temporay library, 
complementing the intial phase of the 
Academic Hub. 

Linking City
Historic new connection

The Minister for Finance and Public 
Expenditure & Reform Paschal Donohoe 
TD officially opened the new link between 
Grangegorman and Constitution Hill on 
16th November. 

This historic new connection means 
that for the first time, Grangegorman 
links directly with the north inner city. It 
provides further accessibilty to the HSE 
Primary Care Centre on Grangegorman 
Upper and it is now possible to walk from 
the campus to Bolton Street in 9 minutes. 
It is a shared cyclist and pedestrian route 
and is located directly opposite the main 
campus entrance on Grangegorman 
Lower. 

The route is temporary until all of the 
surrounding development is completed. 
Access to and from Constitution Hill will 
become more prominent next year as the 
Broadstone Plaza is fully developed. This 
will provide a major new gateway to the 
Grangegorman Quarter and connect the 
site with the Broadstone Luas.

The Grangegorman Development 
Agency would like to thank the HSE, 
DIT, Dublin City Council, Dublin Bus, 
Bus Éireann, CIE, the National Transport 
Authority and Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland for helping to make this happen. 

Planning Updates
New Applications

One of the five largest primary cares in the 
country, the Grangegorman Primary Care 
Centre was officially opened by Minister 
for Health Simon Harris TD, and Minister 
for Finance and Public Expenditure & 
Reform Paschal Donohoe TD on 19th 
September. 

The healthcare facility has been fully 
operational since June, serving the North 
Inner City, Drumcondra and Cabra, and 
is also home to the National Hearing Aid 
Repair Centre.  During the event great 
co-operation and collaboration with 

all stakeholders, particularly the local 
community, was strongly highlighted as 
an important aspect of the primary care 
centre build, as well as for the overall 
Grangegorman Project.

The opening coincided with the launch 
of 38 artworks on display throughout the 
centre, including works by artists living 
and working locally. The artworks form an 
art lending exhibition and can be viewed 
there for 3 years as part of ‘…the lives we 
live’ public art programme. Contact 
public.art@ggda.ie for more information.

At the opening of the new link, from left to right: Luke McManus (Local resident and representative), Andy Walsh (DCC), 
Mary Griffin (King’s Inns), Hugh Mohan (King’s Inns), Oliver Cussen (GDA), Cllr. Ray McAdam (DCC), Noel O’ Connor (DIT), 
Ray Coyne (Dublin Bus), Ger Casey (GDA), Annette Murphy (HSE), Paschal Donohoe TD (Minister for Finance, Public 
Expenditure and Reform), Maire Mellerick (GDA), Brian Norton (DIT),  and Stephen Kent (Bus Eireann)

Local residents join the celebrations at the opening of the new Grangegorman Primary Care Centre. Left to right: Chris 
Hanna, Minister Simon Harris, Mary Kelly, Minister Paschal Donohoe, Monica Larkin, and Cllr. Ray McAdam

Grangegorman Primary Care Centre 
Official Opening 
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2018 has been an immensely busy year on the Grangegorman 
project. We have entered a phase of increased activity on site and it 
is our aim to keep this up to deliver the bulk of the re-development 
in the coming five years. 

The new Primary Care Centre became fully operational in April 
and the official opening took place in September. It is fantastic to 
see the centre up and running. Design work is now underway on 
the new Residential Care Neighbourhood for the HSE.

‘…the lives we live’ public art programme has been one of 
the great successes of the Grangegorman project in recent years. 
Under the Pathway 2, Community based projects, artists and 
community partners are or have been involved in 17 projects 
across a variety of art disciplines.  In 2019, the Public Art Working 
Group will be announcing the name of the artist undertaking the 
major art commission for the site under Pathway 1. They will also 
be announcing a range of new projects and programmes.

Sisk/FCC broke ground on the Central and East Quads at the 
beginning of March. This milestone was hugely significant not just 
for the quads themselves, but with this project underway it enabled 
us to focus on other projects and get them moving in earnest.

A major focus for 2018 was the progression of DIT Programme 
III. This is the next phase of development for Dublin Institute 
of Technology, which includes the Academic Hub & Library, 
the West Quad (College of Business), the adaptive re-use of the 
Lower House, the Energy Centre and Student Accommodation. 
Following the immense work throughout the year we have reached 
a point where two planning applications have just been lodged, 
one for the Academic Hub and one for the Energy Centre. 

The Agency also applied for planning permission for the new 
Dublin D7 Educate Together school along with a second planning 

application for some remedial and alteration works outside the 
new school earlier this year.  The Agency continued engage with 
the Grangegorman ABC Programme throughout 2018 and a huge 
amoutn of work has been done for local children.

This year saw the end of the term of office for the Board and 
Consultative Group. I would like to thank the outgoing Board 
for all of their work over the past three years and I look forward 
to working with the incoming Board for the upcoming term. I 
would especially like to acknowledge the local residents who put 
themselves forward to be the community reps on both groups. 
This term’s rep on the Board is Louise Keegan and the two reps on 
the Consultative Group are Claire Owens and Luke McManus.

2019 is going to be a very busy year for the Agency. 
Construction on the Central and East Quads will continue 
and will enter a high activity phase. It is envisaged that a lot of 
new local employment  opportunities will arise from this. Also 
construction of the new primary school will begin early in the 
New Year. It is possible a number of other construction projects 
will begin before the end of the year. In addition to the physical 
work a number of projects will be in design/planning stages, such 
as the Academic Hub, Energy Centre, Lower House, West Quad, 
and student accommodation. Keep an eye out for information 
early in the New Year for details around an upcoming Meet the 
Contractor event for employment opportunities on site.

As always we greatly appreciate the forebearance and co-
operation of the people in the area for what we are doing here 
in Grangegorman. We look forward to working with everyone in 
2019 to keep this important project moving.

 I would like to to wish you a very Happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year from all of us in the GDA.

A Busy Year Draws to a Close
Grangegorman Development Agency CEO, Ger Casey, looks back over 2018

Grangegorman Development Agency | Gníomhaireacht Forbartha Ghráinseach GhormáinIs
su

e 
34



This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch, come visit. The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA), is a statutory agency. 

We were established to redevelop the former St Brendan’s Hospital 
grounds in Dublin City Centre. We aim to create a vibrant new city 
quarter in a way that is sensitive to the context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its existing communities. 

Grangegorman Development Agency | Gníomhaireacht Forbartha Ghráinseach Ghormáin

01 402 4140  
facebook.com/ggda
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
Subscribe to communications@ggda.ie

The Clock Tower
Grangegorman Lwr
Dublin 7
D07 XT95
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A public courtyard is formed between the North House (left) and the initial phase of new-build 
Representation - O’Donnell + Tuomey Architects

Grangegorman is a collaborative, common space, designed for 
all  stakeholders – HSE, DIT, and the community. This extends 
to the quarter’s thoroughfares, with access shared equally between 
pedestrians and cyclists.

As with all shared spaces, respect is key to its success. This 
means being considerate of others, keeping the campus clear of 
rubbish, picking up after your dog, keeping dogs on their leads and 
being aware of those around you as you move through the campus 
on your chosen mode of transport. 

Grangegorman is a public space for the enjoyment of all users; 
this means all of us sharing the space together and doing what is 
in our own power to help with the smooth running of the campus 
for the benefit of all. If you have any questions on the rules of the 
campus or about activities on the campus, please contact us using 
the details above.

The GDA has lodged a planning permission application with 
Dublin City Council for the initial phase of the DIT Academic 
Hub & Library.  Designed by an O’Donnell + Tuomey Architects 
led team, it is planned as a cluster of buildings and courtyards, 
both existing and new. 

This library and student support complex will sit at the heart 
of the new Grangegorman campus, addressing a large plaza and 
commanding views over the city. The project will include re-
purposing the North House, a significant protected structure 
around which the Academic Hub rises. The main entrance hall 
to the library will be placed in the eastern section of the North 
House, at first floor level - reflecting the pivotal role of this mid 19th 
century institutional building. With the library entry raised above 
ground floor, the street-level of the Academic Hub will be free-
flowing and civic, hosting student commons, student supports, an 
exhibition space and a cafe.  

The building is imagined as a ‘light-filled lantern’. It will be 
made solidly, with stone and rough cast render. Through stairwell 
atria, it will scoop daylight deep into itself. At its edges, windows 
are carefully considered for book readers - allowing them to 
control light quality, while affording long views to the distant 
Dublin Mountains.  

The full application is available to view at Dublin City Council, 
or on-line at www.dublincity.ie.

Light-filled Lantern
DIT Academic Hub & Library advances

We ask everyone to observe these rules to ensure the enjoyment of the campus by all

Attending the Grangegorman Business Breakfast for Creative Industries were Willie White 
(Dublin Theatre Fesitval), Lord Mayor Nial Ring, Kathleen McCann and Noel O’ Connor. 

Shared Space for Everyone
Small rules make a big difference

Creative Business Breakast


