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Stickybacks
Irish windflowers are adopted by SUBSET, a collective of artists, in their mural to represent the constant potential of beauty 
to persist despite adversity. The work sensitively references Grangegorman’s history by registering the number of patients on 
site at its 19th century peak.  This mural at Grangegorman Lower is one part of the Agency’s sitewide hoarding strategy. 
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TU Dublin’s Lower House, the oldest building on site. It was designed by Francis Johnston over 200 years ago. A team led by 
Fitzgerald Kavanagh & Partners is overseeing works by Purcell Construction to see it in-service once more in September 2020.

Oliver Cussen opening the St Brendan’s Way link to 
Constitution Hill, in late 2018.

A Call for Nominations for a Community Representative, to our Consultative Group, 
from the Agency’s Registered Residents and Community Groups will be published early 
in the new year. To learn more, visit ggda.ie/agency/election-of-local-representative. 

Get Involved  
New Year Election for Community Representation

With great sadness, the Agency 
acknowledges the passing of our Chair and 
colleague Oliver Cussen.

Oliver joined the Agency as Chair in 
2015 and since then has guided the Agency 
Board and its Executive with resolute 
leadership and enthusiasm. 

He worked tirelessly with the Board 
to maintain the vision for Grangegorman. 
The Agency Executive were wholly 
supported by him in his commitment to 
the project. 

Oliver upheld a relentless interest in all 
aspects of Grangegorman and was a strong 
advocate for each of the stakeholders, the 
Health Service Executive, TU Dublin, the 
Department of Education and Skills, and 
the local community. 

Oliver brought great assurance, a depth 
of knowledge and attention to detail in 
his work with us. During 2019 Oliver 
took part in the Topping Out ceremonies 
for the Quads,  spaces which will greatly 
contribute to the education  sector for 
years to come.

He is hugely missed by the Agency, its 
staff and the members of the Board who 
have all worked closely with him over the 
past four years.

Our thoughts are with Oliver’s family 
and friends at this difficult time. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dílis. 

Oliver Cussen
GDA Chair Passes Away

Planning Updates
Ongoing Applications

This year, planning permission has been granted for TU Dublin’s West Quad, Academic 
Hub and Lower House, as well as the interim Energy Centre on site. Further amending 
applications are also underway to address minor adjustments to the West Quad and the 
interim Energy Centre. 

Dublin City Council is currently assessing applications for two temporary projects. 
TU Dublin’s Printmaking Workshop and Field Sport Changing Facilities are both planned 
for construction in 2020.  
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It’s been ten years since development broke 
ground at Grangegorman with the HSE 
Phoenix Care Centre. There have been a 
lot of changes since then, huge steps made 
in seeing the Masterplan vision starting to 
become a reality. 2019 has been a crucial 
year of preparation as we ready the site for 
10,000 students to move to the TU Dublin 
Central and East Quads next September, 
and set the plans in motion for the next 
phase of development. We have also had the 
pleasure of announcing Garrett Phelan as 
the artist for a major visual art commission 
on site, and formed the Grangegorman 
Histories group in partnership with the 
Royal Irish Academy. We are excited to see 
the group, chaired by Philip Cohen, delve 
into the 200+ years of rich site history in 
the coming year.

The Central and East Quads celebrated 
Topping Out this year, with the Minister 
for Education and Skills, Joe McHugh 
TD and Minister for Finance and Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Paschal 
Donohoe TD in attendance. This flagship 
Government project represents the largest 
ever State investment in higher education 
infrastructure. Building works are now 
concentrating on the fit-out of facilities 
and services in the lead-up to handover 
next year. 

Local employment figures rose as 
site activity increased and Sisk FCC 
have also been very engaged in building 
apprenticeship opportunities alongside 

the Grangegorman Labour and Learning 
Forum.

Another step in the preparations 
for next year’s milestone has been the 
construction of the interim Energy 
Centre to facilitate the Quads, and the 
commencement of an ambitious recovery 
project to bring the Lower House back 
into use. This notable heritage building is 
getting a new lease of life with a variety 
of student uses, providing an important 
link to student life in Grangegorman 
from next year. The Lower House, with 
the East Quad, will open up the east side 
of the site for the first time in many years, 
further connecting Grangegorman into 
its neighbourhood. Great progress has 
been made by Transport Infrastructure 
Ireland  and Dublin City Council on the 
Broadstone Plaza over 2019, and next year 
sees this new civic space and key entrance 
to Grangegorman open to the public. We 
also expect work to begin on the Educate 
Together National School shortly. 

In planning terms, there has been 
significant progress with the next phases 
of TU Dublin development on site as the 
Academic Hub and Library (Phase I), 
and the West Quad were both granted 
permission earlier in the year. The Agency 
is aiming to advance both projects to 
construction stage in late 2020. 

On the healthcare side, the next 
HSE project to happen on site will be 
the Residential Care Neighbourhood, a 

Grangegorman Momentum Builds
GDA CEO Ger Casey looks back over 2019

housing and daycare facility for the elderly. 
Detailed design is ongoing and we expect 
to move this into planning stage in the first 
half of 2020. 

One year on from opening, the 
success of St Brendan’s Way East link to 
Constitution Hill is clear to see. We are 
happy to say the weekend times on this 
important link have now been extended 
(see overleaf). There will be more changes 
to the route next year as the East Quad 
finishes out and the Broadstone Plaza links 
in. As always, we will keep people informed 
as changes happen.

The year has not been without sadness 
as we lost the advice and leadership of 
our friend and Chair Oliver Cussen, who 
passed away in late October. He will be 
greatly missed by all here and we pay 
testament to all he has done for the Project 
over his four years with us.

2020 is going to be a momentous year 
for Grangegorman and all our stakeholders. 
The Agency greatly appreciates the 
feedback, patience and cooperation of the 
people in the area for working with us to 
bring this project to fruition. It’s fantastic 
to witness the growing community use of 
the site and facilities like the playground 
and sports fields and we look forward 
to continuing engagement with all our 
stakeholders as we move into 2020. 

I would like to wish you the very best 
wishes for the New Year ahead from all of us 
in the GDA, Bliain Nua Shona Daoibh. 



This Newsletter is published by us for you. Stay in touch, come visit. The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA), is a statutory agency. 

We were established to redevelop the former St. Brendan’s Hospital 
grounds in Dublin City Centre. We aim to create a vibrant new city 
quarter in a way that is sensitive to the context of Grangegorman, its 
surrounding neighbourhood and its existing communities. 

01 402 4140  
www.ggda.ie
facebook.com/GrangegormanDev
twitter.com/GrangegormanDev
Subscribe to communications@ggda.ie

The Clock Tower
Grangegorman Lwr
Dublin 7
D07 XT95
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Image - Joseph Carr
In December, the Agency and TU Dublin partnered with 
Create (the National Development Agency for collaborative 
arts in social and community contexts) and the Irish 
Architecture Foundation to bring Daisy Froud (The Bartlett 
School of Architecture, London) to Grangegorman. This free 
public event explored how arts and architectural initiatives 
that engage with civic expertise can animate the public 
sphere and collectively re-imagine our cities, towns and 
neighbourhoods.

Local Employment 
Opportunities
Meet the Contractor

Sodexo, the Facilities Managers for 
TU Dublin’s Central and East Quads, 
will oversee a wide-ranging network of 
roles over the next number of years at 
Grangegorman. 

On 21st January 2020, the Sodexo team 
are hosting a ‘Meet the Contractor’ event to 
present job opportunities to the public.  

Future positions with Sodexo will 
include cleaning, care-taking, security, 
administration and electrical/mechanical 
technicians. On the day, there will be 
advice on job applications, CV’s, interview 
processes, and relevant Social Welfare 
information will also be available. 

The event has been coordinated with 
the Grangegorman Labour and Learning 
Forum. It will run from 9:00am-12:00pm in 
St Laurence’s Church, Grangegorman. 

For more details, contact Kathleen 
McCann: kathleen.mccann@ggda.ie, or 
speak with her on (01) 402 4262.

St Brendan’s Way Extended Opening 
Link now open seven days a week

St Brendan’s Way East (above) provides a public pedestrian and cycle link between 
Grangegorman and the north inner city. This connection is now well established ahead of 
the final public realm works to be carried out here as part of TU Dublin’s East Quad and 
also at the Broadstone Plaza. The revised normal opening hours are as follows: 

Normal Hours    Christmas Hours - 21 Dec - 1 Jan
7:00am - 7:00pm Monday to Friday 9:00am - 5:00pm Monday to Sunday
7:30am - 5:00pm Saturday 
9:00am - 5:00pm Sunday 

City Conversation
Community Engagement


