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Check out the Website

Local school children and their family members came out in force 
to participate in the Operation Transformation Programme 3km 
Fun Walk/Run at DIT Grangegorman Campus and raise funding 
for two very worthy charities Cancer Research and Make-A-Wish 
Ireland.  The event was the finale of a 7 week programme where 
more than 40 family members of children studying in schools in 
the locality were inspired to take part in the National Operation 
Transformation Campaign to become slimmer, fitter and 
healthier. School children from Stanhope Street School (National 
and Secondary) and St. Gabriel’s National School walked or ran 
beside their family members to encourage them and raise much 
needed funds for their favourite charities.

There are 11 protected structures on the Grangegorman site, 
two of which are currently undergoing necessary conservation 
works to stabilise them. It is not only the old buildings on site 
that are being conserved however as the historic wrought iron 
Grangegorman Gates have been carefully restored and reinstalled 
in place on Grangegorman Lower. Bushy Park Ironworks carried 
out the restoration, sourcing salvaged and reforged iron from 
Yorkshire as it is no longer manufactured to here or in Britain. 
Originally brought from Santry House, the gates were first erected 
in Grangegorman c1940. The gates themselves are thought to 
have been forged between c1820 and 1865, making them at 
least 150 years old.  

It is with great sadness that we record the 
passing of Anne Casey, Employment and 
Training Coordinator for the GDA, who passed 
away last month. Having joined the GDA in 
2011, Anne did some outstanding work on 
behalf of the Agency and the Grangegorman 
Labour and Learning Forum. Amongst her 
many valuable contributions to the GDA, 
Anne implemented the extremely influential 
Grangegorman Employment Charter in 2012. 

This key document forms a staple part of 
every new contract on the site, requiring each 
contractor to apportion 20% of any new 
employment opportunities that may arise to 
applicable residents within the Grangegorman 
area. The Board and Staff of GDA offer our 
deepest sympathy to Anne’s husband Colin and 
daughter Aoife. Anne will be dearly missed by 
her family, friends, colleagues and anyone who 
knew her, however briefly.

Q	 The GDA is now well settled into our new home in the old Clock Tower 
building on Grangegorman Lower. The clock which gives the building its 
name is the oldest flatbed mechanical clock in in Britain and Ireland, and 
since the GDA has taken up occupancy, the clock has been restored and 
can be heard chiming the hour throughout the Grangegorman area.  

Q	 The three year term of the current GDA Board and Consultative Group 
comes to end on 12th May. As set out in the GDA Act 2005, the Agency 
held elections for the Community Representatives to both groups on 
30th April. The results will be published once approved by Minister for 
Education and Skills. The full list of Registered Groups is available to view 
on the GDA website or by calling into the GDA offices.

Q	 The Grangegorman Labour and Learning Forum (GLLF) recently 
organised a business seminar in association with Dublin Chamber of 
Commerce where many local businesses were briefed about the overall 
Grangegorman Project. Damian O’Reilly from the DIT College of Business 
also gave an enlightening presentation on ‘Embracing Retail Technology 
in an Omnichannel Environment’.

Q	 Spring has truly sprung in Grangegorman at the moment with the 
cherry blossom blooming in the Cultural Garden and the daffodils and 
tulips springing up all over campus. The campus is open to the public 
with a pedestrian and cycle route through from North Circular Road to 
Grangegorman Lower. The current opening times are from 8am - 10pm 
seven days a week until further notice.
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Further information available on the website www.ggda.ie
You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

Children from the local schools warm-up for the Fun Run 
for Cancer Research and Make-A-Wish Ireland

The gates were 
taken apart during 
restoration works

Ms Anne Casey, GDA Employment  
and Training Coordinator, RIP

Reinstalled in place on 
the Grangegorman site, 
February 2015
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