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On Monday 1st September 2014 the first phase of the new 
DIT Campus in Grangegorman was officially handed over to DIT 
President Prof. Brian Norton by the Chief Executive Officer of the 
GDA, Mr. Michael Hand. 

This historic moment was marked by an informal ceremony in 
the new restaurant, the Courtyard, and was attended by GDA and 
DIT Campus Planning staff along with the newly arrived DIT staff 
members.

Speaking after the handover Mr. Hand commended all of the work 
that had gone into this significant achievement, saying that without 
the commitment and dedication of everyone involved this would 
not have happened. 

He said “I want to thank the GDA and the DIT staff who really 
came together and gave so much especially over the last 3 months 
in order to ensure this spectacular new campus was ready for 
the first students. I also want to thank the contractors JJ Rhatigan 
& Co., Purcell Construction, Bourke Builders, Flynn management 
& Contractors and Roadbridge Ltd, who have not only delivered 
this piece of infrastructure on time, but they have done so to an 
extremely high quality finish. Finally, I want to thank the residents 

of the surrounding area who have been very understanding and 
supportive. I know there were some difficult times but we will 
continue to build relationships and work with everyone as the 
project progresses.”

Mr. John Monahan, Chairman of the GDA, also welcomed Prof. 
Norton and the DIT staff and students to the site recently and said 
“their arrival marks the biggest change in Grangegorman since the 
early 1800s when the site was first developed. Michael Hand and 
his excellent team have refurbished the existing buildings in a most 
attractive way.”

On Thursday 4th September around 700 people from the 
surrounding area and further afield came to Grangegorman 
for a tour prior to the first students arriving. There was an 
overwhelmingly positive response to the new campus layout and 
facilities at the open day. 

Many of those who attended were ex-staff or people who played 
on the hospital grounds as children.  There was a sense of 
familiarity yet newness from those who had been here before. 
Others expressed that the new campus was “beyond expectations”. 
After the tours a lot of people stayed around to have a cup of tea.
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An Croi, DIT Grangegorman

A New Era Begins



Tánaiste Joan Burton, TD, together with Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin, TD, Minister for 
Education and Skills, Jan O’Sullivan, TD, and Minister for 
Transport, Tourism and Sport, Pascal Donohue, TD, visited the 
new campus in Grangegorman on Tuesday 11th September. 
Local TD Joe Costello joined the Tánaiste and the Ministers on 
their informal tour of the new facilities.

According to Tánaiste and Minister for Social Protection Joan 
Burton, “The development of Grangegorman is very close to 
my heart.  I grew up just a stone’s throw from the site and have 
had a long association with the tremendous work done by 
Dublin Institute of Technology.  Seeing the progress achieved to 
date is inspiring.  We are seeing the evolution of a state-of-the-
art educational facility that will have strong links with the local 
community.  Meeting the first staff and students who will work 
on the campus gives a very real sense of the achievement that 
has been made to date and the potential that will be realised in 
the future.”

Speaking during the visit Minister O’Sullivan stated, 
“Grangegorman is being transformed into a world class 
educational campus close to the thriving heart of Dublin and 
this Government is proud to have supported this vision.“

“The initial phase of development has focused on the 
remarkable conservation and development of the 19th century 

buildings that formed the core of the old Grangegorman site.  
They have been brought back to life as state-of-the-art design 
studios, lecture rooms, a library and student facilities.   I look 
forward to continued progress on this unique educational facility 
that has achieved so much already.”

Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform, Brendan Howlin, 
TD, said, “Grangegorman is one of the most important pieces of 
public infrastructure underway in the country and it is one that I 
am proud to support.“

 “I am particularly pleased that this major capital project is 
piloting initiatives that give priority to local employment and 
training opportunities for apprentices, an issue that both Minister 
O’Sullivan and myself have a very strong commitment to.”

Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport, Pascal Donohue paid 
tribute to the President of DIT, Professor Brian Norton and his 
staff, the Grangegorman Development Agency, led by Michael 
Hand, and the local community for their dedication to the 
project.  “This project will have a tremendous benefit for the 
local community.  Not only will the campus produce a new 
generation of graduates who will contribute to Ireland socially 
and economically, it will also reach out into the community in a 
unique way for a third level institution in Dublin.  It’s an exciting 
time for DIT and I look forward to working closely with them 
and other partners into the future.”

Ministers Hail Bright Future for DIT

Tánaiste and Ministers are welcomed to Grangegorman



A selection of images capturing some recent developments and events in Grangegorman.

Gallery

Group of local people are shown around the cultural garden Students and local children enjoy their new surroundings 
in the cultural garden

Welcome to DIT. The main foyer of Rathdown House

View of the Cultural Garden from the Clocktower

The North House, inspiring new creativity as the 
School of Art & Design

Tánaiste admires some student artwork

Lord Mayor Christy Burke is shown around the new campus

Students get down to work during clubs and societies sign up day
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Check out the Website
Further information available on the website www.ggda.ie
You can also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.

As can be seen from the graph, construction employment has 
risen steadily onsite over the past year. There was a dip in June 
as two contractors, JJ Rhatigan & Co. and Purcell Construction 
both completed their contracts. With BAM Building and Clancy 
Construction now well mobilised with new contracts, it is envisaged 
that these numbers will rise again. 

Local employment has held steady over this period with slight 
fluctuations. With the continued co-operation of the Labour and 
Learning Forum, the GDA and the contractors it is hoped that 20% 
local employment for new positions will be achieved. However, it 
must be expected that there will be fluctuations in numbers when 
contracts come to an end.

From Here to December

Employment

The new soccer pitch 
being laid out.
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GRANGEGORMAN SITE EMPLOYMENT (Nov 13 to Aug 14) 

Total Local

The DIT Campus at Grangegorman is now open. Students and staff 
along with the local community are now well and truly using the site, 
some using it as a more scenic route from North Circular Road to 
Grangegorman Lower. But what can everyone expect to see from 
here to the end of the year?

One of the most visual and significant pieces of work to be 
completed this year will be the pitches. At the moment the contractor 
is putting the finishing touches on the all-weather pitches and the 

grass pitches will be finished by the end of the year. At the moment 
the ground is being prepared and once the levels are correct they 
will be laid and finally all of the landscaping, the playground and the 
walking/jogging track will be put in place. While the grass pitches will 
not be available for use for at least one season, the playground and 
the walking track will be open by the end of the year.

There is now a significant amount of work taking place on the east 
side of the Grangegorman site. Roadbridge have begun putting in 
all of the necessary services and will also divert the Bradogue River 
culvert. Clancy Construction have just begun construction of the new 
bus park structure. This is due for completion in March 2015. Clancy 
Construction are also currently putting the finishing touches on the 
GDA/DIT/HSE Project offices in the Clocktower and these will be 
ready for occupation by the end of October. 

In November work will begin on vital stabilisation work on the Lower 
House and the Church of Ireland Church. Both of these buildings 
are protected structures with the Lower House being the oldest 
building on site and part of the original lunatic asylum. While there is 
limited funding available, this contract will stabilise the buildings and 
preserve them for more significant future works. 

On the west side of the Grangegorman site BAM Building are making 
great progress on the Greenway Hub. It is expected that the frame of 
the building will be completed by the end of the year.

On the weekend of 30th and 31st August it was reported to the GDA 
that work took place onsite outside the permitted hours set down 
in the planning permission. The contractor involved, Roadbridge, 
admitted to the breach and have apologised for their actions. 

In response to this occurrence the GDA imposed a restriction on the 
contractor from working for 4 weekends. As a gesture to the local 
community Roadbridge have made a donation to three local charities, 
The Capuchin Day Centre, An Siol After School Education Club and 
Bradog Regional Youth Service.

Working Hours Onsite


