
 

 

Press Release 

Wednesday 30th March, 2016 

For Immediate Release 

Michael Hand Resigns as Chief Executive Officer of the 

Grangegorman Development Agency 

The Grangegorman Development Agency (GDA) announced today that Mr. Michael Hand has 

officially resigned from his position as Chief Executive Officer.  Mr. Hand will continue with the 

Agency until the end of May 2016. 

Mr. Hand is to take up a position as Director with J B Barry & Partners, Consulting Engineers. 

Amongst other responsibilities, he will oversee the delivery of various Water Services infrastructure 

projects throughout the country.   

Mr. Hand has been in the position of Chief Executive Officer of the GDA since December 2010 and in 

that time has driven the project forward during one of the worst recessions in the history of the 

state.  

Despite the fact that Capital funding for the Grangegorman Project was withdrawn in November 

2011, Mr. Hand led his team and all stakeholders to come up with alternative plans to keep the 

project on track. This ultimately led to the project becoming one of the Government’s flagship 

projects some eight months later. 

During his time with the Agency Mr. Hand has overseen; 

 The construction of a state-of-the-art Mental Health Replacement Facility, The Phoenix Care 

Centre.  This facilitated the decanting of the old St Brendan’s hospital and the 

commencement of site re-development. 

 The adoption of the Grangegorman Strategic Development Zone Planning Scheme by Dublin 

City Council and An Bord Pleanála. 

 The adoption of the Grangegorman Employment Charter. 

 The construction of a vast network of site infrastructure for the new quarter including 

district heating pipes, new water and wastewater pipes, sundry services, attenuation tanks 

and a new surface water pipe linking Grangegorman to Smithfield. 

 The construction of the first phase public realm for Grangegorman including new all-weather 

and grass pitches, tennis courts, a playground and a walking/running track. This also 

included the first phase of the finished St. Brendan’s Way. 

 The refurbishment and reuse of seven historic protected structures which are now occupied 

by the first 1,000 DIT students onsite. 

 The completion of the first new DIT building onsite; the Greenway Hub.  DIT staff are 

currently moving into this building. 



 

 

 The advancement of the project to construct the first two major DIT buildings onsite, the 

Central and East Quads. 

 The development of plans for Broadstone Gate, a major new gateway to Grangegorman 

currently under construction as part of the Luas Cross City project. 

 The construction of the new Grangegorman Primary Care Centre, currently nearing 

completion. 

Speaking about the departure of Mr. Hand, Chairperson of the GDA, Mr. Oliver Cussen paid tribute 

to Mr. Hand and his achievements as CEO.  He said “I would like to thank Michael on behalf of the 

Board and myself for outstanding leadership of and commitment to the Project over the past five 

years.  The work that has been done by him in Grangegorman keeping the national situation in mind 

during his term as CEO is phenomenal.  Michael has led his team from the front and never took no 

for an answer. His determination to find a solution to any problem has been of huge benefit to this 

Project and will be to the next project he focuses on.  I am sorry to lose him and I wish Michael and 

his family every good wish and success in the future.” 

Mr Cussen will now focus on the job of filling the CEO position as quickly as possible.  He said “We 

have already begun the process of finding a new CEO.  It is my aim to try to find the right person in 

as short a time as possible to lead this major project as it enters the next exciting phase of its 

development.” 

Michael Hand was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by Dublin Institute of Technology in 2014 for his 

“outstanding contribution as an engineer, a public servant and as a servant to his community.” 
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